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APPENDIX A

Full Text of Advisory #2026-x — Patron Dancing Question for On-Premises License

Applications

Issued by: New York State Liquor Authority, Chair Lily M. Fan. Approved and effective: May 28, 2026.

Source:
https://sla.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2026/05/05-28-2026_-_detailed_miscellaneous_agenda_2.pdf

This advisory is issued to inform applicants and stakeholders that, effective immediately, the New York
State Liquor Authority ("Authority") will no longer require on-premises license applicants to respond to
guestions in the license application concerning patron dancing. New applicants may now omit or leave
blank any such questions without impacting the evaluation of their application. The Authority will no
longer consider applicant responses to patron dancing questions when making determinations on new
on-premises license applications.

FACTUAL AND STATUTORY BACKGROUND

The Authority requires all on-premises license applicants to disclose their proposed method of
operation as part of their application. This information details how the licensed business intends to
operate, including but not limited to, the type of establishment being applied for, entertainment
offerings, and other relevant characteristics. These details enable the Authority to evaluate the
application based on public convenience and advantage, while also establishing a clear framework for
ongoing compliance monitoring and enforcement.

Section 110 of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Law (ABCL) sets forth the information required to be
included in license applications and, under Section 110(7), provides the Authority with discretion to
require such additional information as may be reasonably necessary. While Section 110(1)(f) requires
disclosure of the intent to offer certain forms of adult entertainment, it does not require any such
statement regarding patron dancing. Similarly, Section 110-b, which governs municipal notifications,
contains no ABCL requirement related to patron dancing.

NEW DETERMINATION TO REVISE APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION

While the Authority has historically included questions regarding patron dancing in its on-premises
license application forms, upon review, and consistent with Governor Kathy Hochul's support of live
performances and patron dancing, as well as the repeal of New York City's Cabaret Law, the Authority
has determined that consideration of these questions is no longer necessary to fulfill its statutory
responsibilities.

Effective immediately, the Authority will no longer consider questions in the application regarding
"patron dancing" when evaluating on-premises license applications. Applicants will no longer be
required to disclose whether patron dancing will be permitted on the Authority's on-premises license
application, method of operation change application, municipal notice form, public interest
guestionnaire and other related materials. This policy adjustment applies to all new on-premises license
applications, including those currently under review and not yet approved.

LICENSES WITH EXISTING LICENSE STIPULATIONS
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On-premises licensees with existing stipulations restricting patron dancing may submit a Method of
Operation Change application to the Authority if they wish to permit patron dancing at the premises.

ADULT ENTERTAINMENT DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENT REMAINS
Questions regarding exotic dancing, topless entertainment, pole dancing and/or lap dancing will remain

on all on-premises license applications and related forms. The disclosure of these items is required
under ABCL 110(1)(f).

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL REQUIREMENTS

This advisory does not override, preempt or supersede any applicable local or municipal laws, rules,
regulations or zoning requirements, including any local cabaret laws or permitting requirements related
to dancing or entertainment.

Community Boards and municipalities may submit recommendations and/or proposed stipulations in
connection with an application. These recommendations and proposed stipulations are advisory only.
They form part of the record considered by the Authority, but they are not binding on the Authority and
do not take effect unless accepted or imposed by the Authority.

ENFORCEMENT

The Authority will continue to enforce all applicable laws and regulations related to disorderly premises,
noise, nuisance, disturbances and failure to comply with other governmental regulations.

This matter was heard and determined by the Members of the Authority at a Full Board meeting held on
May 28, 2026 before Chair Lily Fan, Commissioner Edgar De Leon, and Commissioner Maya.
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APPENDIX B

Full Board Meeting Transcript Excerpt — May 28, 2026
Item 64-O. Patron dancing advisory. Begins approximately 4 minutes into recording.
Source: NY State Liquor Authority YouTube livestream, May 28, 2026.
Full recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gJejy2md_U

Direct link to patron dancing discussion (6:04 / t=364):
https://www.youtube.com/live/1gJejy2md_U?si=u5l0xMkOs_teLA6b&t=364

Vote: Approved unanimously, 3-0 (Fan, De Leon, Maya).

Secretary Roper:
All right, so moving to our items, we do have one administrative item that we will start with. It is
64-0. It is a proposed advisory regarding the patron dancing question for on-premises license
applications.

Chair Fan:
All right. Slight continuation with what | was discussing. This is a long poke from the dancing
advocates and mostly the restaurant advocates seeking for this agency to stop being what they call
the dance police. If you know anything about me, | came here from being a Broadway producer, so
| certainly do not want to be known as the person standing in the way of live performances and
dancing as a concept. This advisory is specifically about patron dancing. Moving forward, the State
Liquor Authority will no longer require or consider information about patron dancing for all
on-premise license applications. So this is a huge change. It means that when you fill out the
application, you no longer have to answer the question about patron dancing. We have removed it
from the physical application, so if you're downloading and printing it out, it will not be there. If
you're using the business wizard, eventually the tech will catch up and that particular question will
no longer be there. But in the meantime, you can skip over that question about patron dancing.
This does not apply to the question about employee dancing. So we are ready for questions if you
have concerns, specific questions about it. You can reach out to Maureen in licensing and also Jay
Craft. And | think this is a hugely celebrated movement. You know, the governor is really, really
excited that this can add to the vibrancy of our small businesses and make it easier for businesses
to succeed in New York. So with that, we can vote.

Secretary Roper:
The members are ready to vote. Do you guys have questions?

Chair Fan:
| have no questions.

Commissioner De Leon:
I've reviewed the advisory. | guess the concern is always going to be that there is a nightclub
license and there is a restaurant license and you still have to operate as a restaurant even if you're
going to have dancing. But outside of that, | vote to approve.

Secretary Roper:
Commissioner Maya. Approve. And Chair.
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Chair Fan:
And | vote to approve. Thank you to the team that have spent a lot of time working this out, doing
meetings, getting community feedback. So it's no small feat to get to this decision of removing a
question. You may think it's an easy thing, but it certainly takes a lot of work to get to where we are.
So | thank the team.
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APPENDIX C-1

Part N of Budget Bill as Enacted S.9005-C / A.10005-C, Chapter 55 of
the Laws of 2026

Source: New York State Legislature

Signed by Governor Hochul: May 27, 2026. Passed Senate 39-22.

Part N extends Chapter 396 of the Laws of 2010 for one year, including the ‘no dancing’ restriction on NYC 500-foot
temporary permit premises added by S.7784 / Chapter 106 of 2022. See Appendix C-2.
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APPENDIX C-2

S.7784 | Chapter 106 of the Laws of 2022 — Source Statute Adding 'No Dancing' to
ABCL 897-a(3)

Sponsor: Senator Jessica Ramos. Passed Senate 63-0. Signed: February 24, 2022.

Source: https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2021/S7784

SPONSOR MEMORANDUM — SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS (Section 2):

"Section 2 amends subdivision 3 of section 97-a of the ABC Law, allowing a new retail license
applicant subject to the 500-foot rule to apply for a temporary retail permit provided that the
hearing required for their license application under the 500-foot rule has been held, and the
administrative law judge has made a determination that issuing such license is in the public
interest. Applicants subject to the 500-foot rule in New York City may apply for such permits only
if there has been an active license in the application location for the previous two years and such
licenses was not subject to any cancellation, suspension, or revocation during the past two years.
These applicants for temporary permits in New York City will also be subject to certain operational
limitations. While operating under such permits, they will not be allowed live music or any
entertainment other than prerecorded music. They will have to close by midnight, with outdoor
spaces having to close to 10PM Sunday through Thursday, and 11PM Fridays and Saturdays."

Note: The sponsor memo does not mention 'no dancing.' The enacted statute contains ‘and no dancing’
as a separate explicit condition.

ENACTED STATUTORY TEXT — ABCL 897-a(3) key passage:

§ 2. ...PROVIDED HONEVER, ANY PREM SES GRANTED A TEMPORARY RETAIL PERM T PURSUANT TO THI S
SUBDI VISION IN A CITY WTH A POPULATI ON OF ONE M LLI ON OR MORE PECPLE SHALL ONLY BE ALLOVWED
TO OPERATE ON THE PREM SES UNDER THE FCLLOW NG CONDI TI ONS: AN ACTI VE RETAIL LI CENSE SHALL
HAVE EXI STED AT THE LOCATI ON W THI N THE PAST TWD YEARS. .. THE CLOSI NG TI ME ANY DAY OF THE
WEEK SHALL BE NO LATER THAN M DNI GHT. .. NO OQUTDOOR MJSI C; | NDOORS SHALL HAVE RECORDED
BACKGROUND MJUSI C ONLY, WTH NO LIVE MJUSIC, DJ'S, KARAOKE, OR SIM LAR FORM5 OF MJSIC, AND NO
DANCI NG THE AUTHORI TY SHALL AUTOVATI CALLY LI FT SUCH RESTRICTIONS | F THE AUTHORI TY | SSUES A
RETAI L LI CENSE FOR THE PREM SES. . .

Capitalization note: Matter in CAPITALS is new law added by S.7784. '"AND NO DANCING' appears in
the enacted text but is not described in the sponsor memo. The bill has been extended by annual
budget bills in 2023, 2024, 2025, and 2026 without public examination of the dancing condition.
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APPENDIX C-3

SLA Advisory #2026-1 — Temporary Permits: Eligibility, Notice Requirements, Review,
and Conditions

Approved: January 7, 2026. Source: sla.ny.gov

Key operating condition for NYC 500-foot premises:
"recorded background music only indoors — no live music, DJs, karaoke, or dancing"

Applications subject to the 500 Foot Law — NYC conditions

Temporary permits for premises in NYC subject to the 500 Foot Law will be subject to the following
conditions: 1) closing time no later than 12 AM any night; 2) any outdoor space closes at 10 PM
Sundays through Thursdays and 11 PM on Fridays and Saturdays; 3) no outdoor music; and 4)
recorded background music only indoors — no live music, DJs, karaoke, or dancing.

Extension of Temporary Permit

The original temporary permit is valid for 180 days. Extensions of 30, 60, or 90 days may be requested
within 15 days of expiration.
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APPENDIX D

Part Q as Proposed — Full Statutory Text (Not Enacted)
Source: S.9005 / A.10005, FY 2027 Executive Budget, January 21, 2026.

Status: Enacted bill S.9005-C reads: “intentionally omitted (Part Q)."

PART Q — 8§ 1. New Section 64-g — Dine and Dance License
§ 64-g. Dine and dance license. 1. Any person may make an application to the state liquor
authority for a license to sell liquor at retail to be consumed on the premises of a dine and dance
licensee. Such licenses shall be issued except for good cause shown and shall in form and in
substance be a license to the person specifically licensed to sell liquors at retail.

4. Under this section, permissible methods of operation include live and/or recorded and/or DJ
music and shall also specifically provide for patron and/or employee dancing, provided that such
dancing shall not include exotic dancing.

5. Every dine and dance licensee shall keep food available for sale to its customers for
consumption on the premises. The availability of sandwiches, soups or comparable foods,
whether fresh, processed, pre-cooked or frozen, during such hours of operation shall be deemed
compliance with this requirement.

8. Any license issued pursuant to this section shall be subject to 9 NYCRR 8§48.3.

88 2-5. Conforming Amendments

Sections 2 through 5 add sixty-four-g to cross-references throughout the ABCL covering fee
schedules (866), license duration (867), publication notice (§110-a), and municipal notice
requirements (8110-b).

8 6. Effective Date

This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after it shall have become a law and
shall apply to all applications received by the authority on or after such effective date.
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APPENDIX E

SLA On-Premises License Application Form (rev-01/22/25)

Form 29. The Method of Operation section previously contained the patron dancing question.
Reproduced on the following page.
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rev-01/22/25
OFFICE USE ONLY

Liquor (O original () Amended Date

NEW
YORK
%ATE

Authority

LICENSE

APPLICATION FOR ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL RETAIL LICENSE (ON PREMISES)

Itis not necessary to employ any person, agency or organization to assist you in filing this application. Beware of persons claiming to be
able to assist you in securing action on your application. The payment of money or other thing of value for the use of influence, or promise of

influence in obtaining a license is a violation of law and offenders will be prosecuted.

1. APPLICANT
Name of Applicant:
(e.g., Sole Proprietor, Partnership, Corporation,
LLC, LLP, LP, etc.)

Trade Name(DBA\): (see instructions) ** must be provided if premises will be
called by any name other than as listed in the "Name of Applicant"

Premises Street Address:

City: , NY Zip Code:
County: Telephone Number of Premises (include area code):
Mailing Address (if different than above):

City: State: Zip Code:

E-mail address (required):

Business Website:

2. CONTACT (if different than applicant)

Name of Contact: Attorney

Office Address:

City: State:

Telephone Number of Office (include area code):

E-mail address (required):
3. For SEASONAL licenses only (select license date range):
4. Number of ADDITIONAL BARS (if any):
5. Months that SEASONAL add bars will operate:

6. Federal Tax ID Number (required):

Representative

Zip Code:

to:

Contact Person

to:

[OFFICE USE ONLY]

APPLICATION
ID #:

DATE FILED:

Approved Disapproved

License Board Member

Date




APPENDIX F

Standardized Notice Form — 30-Day Advance Notice to Municipality/Community Board
(rev-10/23/25)

Form 49. Item 14 (Method of Operation) includes a checkbox for Patron Dancing. As of the May 28,
2026 advisory, this field need no longer be completed. Reproduced on the following two pages.
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rev-10/23/25

NEW
YORK
STATE

OFFICE USE ONLY

Liquor (O original () Amended Date
Authority

49

Standardized NOTICE FORM for Providing 30-Day Advance
Notice to a Local Municipality or Community Board

1. Date Notice Sent: 1a. Delivered by:

2. Select the type of Application that will be filed with the Authority for an On-Premises Alcoholic Beverage License:

3

2]

10

11

12
13

14

15

For premises outside the City of New York:

O New Application () Removal () ClassChange

For premises in the City of New York: (counties of Kings, New York, Bronx, Queens and Richmond):

© New Application New Application and Temporary Retail Permit Temporary Retail Permit Removal
Class Change Method of Operation Corporate Change Renewal Alteration

For New and Temporary Retail Permit applicants, answer each question below using all information known to date

For Renewal applicants, answer all questions

For Alteration applicants, attach a complete written description and diagrams depicting the proposed alteration(s)

For Corporate Change applicants, attach a list of the current and proposed corporate principals

For Removal applicants, attach a statement of your current and proposed addresses with the reason(s) for the relocation

For Class Change applicants, attach a statement detailing your current license type and your proposed license type

For Method of Operation Change applicants, although not required, if you choose to submit, attach an explanation detailing those changes

Please include all documents as noted above. Failure to do so may result in disapproval of the application.

This 30-Day Advance Notice is Being Provided to the Clerk of the Following Local Municipality or Community Board:

. Name of Municipality or Community Board:

Applicant/Licensee Information:

. Licensee License ID (if applicable): Expiration Date (if applicable):
. Applicant or Licensee Name:

. Trade Name (if any):

. Street Address of Establishment:

. City, Town or Village: , NY Zip Code:
. Business Telephone Number of applicant/ Licensee:

. Business E-mail of Applicant/Licensee:
. Type(s) of alcohol sold or to be sold: Beer & cider Wine, Beer & Cider Liquor, Wine, Beer & Cider

. Extent of Food Service: Full Food menu; full kitchen run by a chef/cook Menu meets legal minimum food requirements; food prep area required
.Type of Establishment:

Seasonal Establishment Juke Box Disc Jockey Recorded Music Karaoke

.Method of Operation:

(check all that apply) Live Music (give details i.e., rock bands, acoustic, jazz, etc.):

Patron Dancing Employee Dancing Exotic Dancing Topless Entertainment
Video/Arcade Games Third Party Promoters Security Personnel
Other (specify):

. Licensed Outdoor Area:
(check all that apply)

None Patio or Deck Rooftop Garden/Grounds Freestanding Covered Structure

Sidewalk Cafe Other (specify):




rev-10/23/25
OFFICE USE ONLY

(O original () Amended Date

49

16. List the floor(s) of the building that the establishment is located on:

17. List the room number(s) the establishment is located in within the building, if appropriate:

18. Is the premises located within 500 feet of three or more on-premises liquor establishments? O Yes O No

19. Will the license holder or a manager be physically present within the establishment during all hours of operation? Yes No

20. If this is a transfer application (an existing licensed business is being purchased) provide the name and ID number of the licensee:

Name License ID Number

21. Does the applicant or licensee own the building in which the establishment is located? O Yes (if YES, SKIP 23-26) ONo

Owner of the Building in Which the Licensed Establishment is Located
22. Building Owner's Full Name:
23. Building Owner's Street Address:
24, City, Town or Village: State: Zip Code:

25. Business Telephone Number of Building Owner:

Representative or Attorney Representing the Applicant in Connection with the
Application for a License to Traffic in Alcohol at the Establishment Identified in this Notice

26. Representative/Attorney's Full Name:

27. Representative/Attorney's Street Address:

28. City, Town or Village: State: Zip Code:
29. Business Telephone Number of Representative/Attorney:

30. Business E-mail Address of Representative/Attorney:

I am the applicant or licensee holder or a principal of the legal entity that holds or is applying for the license.
Representations in this form are in conformity with representations made in submitted documents relied upon by
the Authority when granting the license. | understand that representations made in this form will also be relied
upon, and that false representations may result in disapproval of the application or revocation of the license.

By my signature, | affirm - under Penalty of Perjury - that the representations made in this form are true.

31. Printed Principal Name: Title:

Principal Signature:

Date:
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APPENDIX G

Manhattan Community Board 4 — NYS Liquor License Stipulations
Application

This document illustrates the Community Board stipulation process in practice where each board attempts to supplant
the official notice form of the SLA.

Applicant: Jazzcultural LLC, 349 West 46th Street. MCB4 vote: November 5, 2025 — 45-0. Outcome: Denial unless all
stipulations agreed to. Applicant signed September 25, 2025.
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Manhattan Community Board 4 NYS Liquor License/DOT Dining Out Stipulations Application
(All Fields Must Be Completed)

CORPORATION NAME : , ' DOING BUSINESS AS (DBA)

Jazzcultural LLC ‘ To be determined

STkEET ADDRESS ' CROSS STREETS , ' ZIP CODE

349 West 46th Street 8th and Oth Avenues 10036
. NAME: : Michael Wilner S ~naMme: Frank Palillo

Applicant A

e sl | prong: (917) B47-8663 ATTORNEY/ | PHONE: (212) 227-1640

be Hted/associated ok REPRESENTATIVE

wih the Ligense) EMAIL: spikewilner@gmail.com EMAIL: - fwpalillo@gmail.com
NAME: Michael Wilner | name: Peter Pecora

MANAGER PHONE: ;(917) 647-8663 LANDLORD PHONE: (212) 861-0303
EMAIL: - spikewilner@gmail.com EMAIL:

Has applicant owned or managed a similar business? @
. . 183 Rio Restaurant Inc, 183 W 10th St, New York, New York
‘What is/was th d address of establishment? ’ ! ’
& New atisfvas the name and address of establishmen Mezzrow LLC, 163 W 10th St, New York, New York
) . o ) 02/2007-Present
What were the dates applicant was involved with this former premise? 03/2014-Present
What is the license # and expiration date?
O Corp
Change/Class Is applicant making any alterations or operational changes? YES NO
Change/Method of
Operation If alterations or operational changes are being made, please describe/list all changes.
Change/Removal
What is the current license # and expiration date?

O Alteration

Please list/describe the nature of all the changes and attach the plans:

TYPE OF ALCOHOL &J LiquorWine/Beer & Cider O Beer & Cider O WinefBeer & Cider
@ Restaurant O Cabaret @ Night Club O Hotel @ Bar/Tavern O Catering Establishment
ESTABLISHMENT
TYPE O adutEntertainment O Wine Bar QO pancecs O sportsBar O Club {Fratemal Organization — Members Only)
Has applicant filed with the SLA? If yes, when? If no, when does @
YES

applicant plan to file?

Is the 500 Foot Rule applicable? If yes, please attach a diagram
of the On-Premise liquor license establishments within a 500 foot GTS NO
radius of the establishment and the Public Interest Statement.

Is the 200 Foot Rule applicable? If yes, please attach a diagram
of'the schools and houses of worship within a 200 foot radius of YES
the establishment.

Has applicant/owner(s) read MCB4 Policy Regarding )
Concentration and Location of Alcoholic-Serving
Establishments?

NO

Business Licenses & Permits Committee lof1l
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APPENDIX H

Six Proposed Bills — Music, Dancing, and SLA Reform
Submitted by the Coalition to the NYC Legislature
Joint Budget Committee February, 2026.

Bill No. 1 — Methods of Operation May Not Prohibit Music and Dancing
Amends ABCL 8106 by adding subdivision 18. Prohibits the SLA from requiring applicants to disclose, or conditioning any license
upon, the presence or absence of live music or patron dancing, provided those activities are permitted by local zoning and do not
violate local noise ordinances. Effective 90 days after enactment.

Bill No. 2 — Live Music and Patron Dancing Presumed to Be in the Public Interest
Adds a new ABCL 864-g establishing that live music and patron dancing are a presumptive public benefit in any 500-foot hearing
or licensing determination. Shifts the burden of proof to opponents, who must demonstrate by clear and convincing evidence a
specific and substantial negative impact on health, safety, or welfare that cannot be mitigated by existing local noise and safety
regulations. Effective 90 days after enactment.

Bill No. 3 — No Implicit Restrictions Against Live Music or Patron Dancing Act
Amends ABCL 8106 by adding subdivision 19. Declares null and void all existing and future explicit or implicit license restrictions,
conditions, or stipulations prohibiting or limiting live music or patron dancing, provided those activities are permitted by local
zoning and conducted in compliance with local noise ordinances. Prohibits the SLA from initiating any disciplinary proceeding
based on violation of any such restriction. Effective immediately.

Bill No. 4 — Temporary Permit Expansion Act
Amends ABCL §97-a(3) to remove the mandatory prohibitions on live music, DJs, and patron dancing from temporary retail
permits in New York City. Maintains existing closing hour requirements. Prohibits the SLA from denying a temporary permit or
imposing restrictive conditions based on an applicant’s intention to provide live music or patron dancing, and decouples new
permit holders from prior licensees’ methods of operation at the same location. Effective immediately.

Bill No. 5 — State Liquor Authority Independent Power to Determine Methods of Operation Act
Amends ABCL 864(6-a) by adding paragraphs (f) and (g). Establishes the SLA’s exclusive jurisdiction over methods of operation.
Prohibits the SLA from incorporating community board stipulations into license conditions. Declares null and void any license
conditions based on community board stipulations that prohibit live music or patron dancing where otherwise permitted by local
zoning. Community board recommendations remain advisory only. Effective immediately.

Bill No. 6 — End the 500 Foot Law Act
Repeals the 500-foot rule and 200-foot rule proximity restrictions and associated mandatory hearing requirements from ABCL
8864, 64-a, 64-b, 64-c, 64-d, and 105. The SLA’s existing disciplinary powers under §118, combined with local noise codes and
nuisance laws, are identified as sufficient protections. Eliminates approximately 900 mandatory hearings annually. Effective 90
days after enactment.
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BILL NO. 1: Methods of Operation May Not Prohibit Music and

Dancing

STATE OF NEW YORK

IN ASSEMBLY — SENATE

AN ACT to amend the alcoholic beverage control law, in relation to the method of
operation disclosure requirements for retail licensees.

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as
follows:

Section 1. Section 106 of the alcoholic beverage control law is amended by adding a
new subdivision 18 to read as follows:

18. Method of operation; music and dancing. Pursuant to section one hundred ten of this
chapter, the authority shall not require an applicant to disclose, nor shall it condition the
issuance or renewal of any license upon, the presence or absence of live music or patron
dancing, provided such activities are permitted by local zoning and do not violate local
noise ordinances.

Section 2. Effective Date. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have become a law.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(Required by Assembly Rule IlI, Sec 1(f))

This bill adds a new subdivision 18 to section 106 of the alcoholic beverage control law
to prohibit the State Liquor Authority from requiring applicants to disclose or
conditioning licenses on the presence of live music or patron dancing, provided these
activities comply with local zoning and noise laws.

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION

PURPOSE:

To prevent the State Liquor Authority (SLA) from using the "Method of Operation”
disclosure as a pretext for regulating cultural and expressive activities like live music
and social dancing when such activities are already lawful under local zoning.
JUSTIFICATION:

For decades, the SLA has used its administrative "Method of Operation” form to treat
live music and dancing as "conditional" privileges. This has allowed the agency to
impose restrictions on artistic expression—such as prohibiting specific instruments or
genres—even when a venue is fully compliant with local noise and zoning laws.




This bill codifies a "cleanse” of the method of operation process. It clarifies that if an
activity is permitted by a municipality (such as New York City's 2024 "City of Yes" zoning
reform), the SLA cannot use the licensing process to override that local determination.
This ensures that social dancing and music, as fundamental forms of human
expression, are no longer subject to shadow regulation by a state liquor board.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

None.




BILL NO. 2: LIVE MUSIC AND PATRON DANCING PRESUMED TO BE

IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST

STATE OF NEW YORK

IN ASSEMBLY — SENATE

AN ACT to amend the alcoholic beverage control law, in relation to establishing a
presumptive public benefit for live music and patron dancing in licensing
determinations.

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as
follows:

Section 1. The alcoholic beverage control law is amended by adding a new section 64-g
to read as follows:

§ 64-g. Presumptive public benefit; live music and patron dancing. 1. In any hearing or
determination conducted by the authority pursuant to sections sixty-four, sixty-four-a,
sixty-four-c, or sixty-four-d of this chapter to determine whether the granting of a license is
in the public interest, the presence of live music and patron dancing at the premises shall
be deemed a presumptive public benefit.

2. The burden of proof shall rest upon any party opposing the issuance of a license or the
inclusion of these activities in a method of operation to demonstrate, by clear and
convincing evidence, that such activities will result in a specific and substantial negative
impact on the health, safety, or welfare of the community that cannot be mitigated by
existing local noise and safety regulations.

Section 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall have become a
law.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(Required by Assembly Rule I, Sec 1(f))

This bill adds a new section 64-g to the alcoholic beverage control law to establish that
live music and patron dancing are presumptive "public benefits" in licensing
determinations. It shifts the burden of proof to opponents of these activities to
demonstrate substantial negative impacts by a clear and convincing evidentiary
standard.

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION
PURPOSE:
To codify the cultural and social value of live music and patron dancing by establishing




a legal presumption that these activities serve the public interest and shifting the
evidentiary burden to those who oppose them.

JUSTIFICATION:

For decades, the "public interest" standard in the alcoholic beverage control law has
been utilized to treat live music and social dancing as inherent liabilities or nuisances.
This has forced applicants to "prove" the value of basic cultural expression. This bill
reverses that dynamic, establishing that these activities are a presumptive public
benefit.

This shift aligns state law with the 2017 repeal of the NYC Cabaret Law and the 2024
"City of Yes" reforms, which recognized social dancing and music as fundamental
forms of human expression. By placing the burden of proof on opponents, the law
ensures that artistic and social activities cannot be suppressed based on vague or
generalized concerns. Opponents must instead meet a high "clear and convincing"
evidentiary standard to show that local noise and safety codes are insufficient to
protect the community.

This ensures that the State Liquor Authority serves its entire constituency—including
musicians, dancers, and cultural enthusiasts—rather than acting solely as a gatekeeper
against expressive activity.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

None.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall have become a law.




BILL NO. 3: NO IMPLICIT RESTRICTIONS AGAINST LIVE MUSIC OR

PATRON DANCING ACT

STATE OF NEW YORK

IN ASSEMBLY — SENATE

AN ACT to amend the alcoholic beverage control law, in relation to prohibiting the
enforcement of implicit or explicit license restrictions on live music and patron dancing.
The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as
follows:

Section 1. Section 106 of the alcoholic beverage control law is amended by adding a
new subdivision 19 to read as follows:

19. (a) No license issued by the authority shall be subject to any implicit or explicit
restriction, condition, or stipulation prohibiting or limiting the use of live music or patron
dancing at the licensed premises, provided such activities are permitted by local zoning
and are conducted in compliance with local noise ordinances.

(b) Any such restriction, condition, or stipulation contained within a method of operation or
license issued by the authority prior to or after the effective date of this subdivision is
hereby declared null, void, and unenforceable. The authority shall not initiate or maintain
any disciplinary proceeding, nor shall it impose any fine, suspension, or revocation, based
upon the violation of any such restriction or condition.

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(Required by Assembly Rule I, Sec 1(f))

This bill adds a new subdivision 19 to section 106 of the alcoholic beverage control law.
It nullifies all existing and future implicit or explicit license restrictions on live music and
patron dancing, provided those activities comply with local law. It further prohibits the
State Liquor Authority from enforcing such restrictions through disciplinary actions.

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION

PURPOSE:

To ensure that lawful cultural activities—specifically live music and social dancing—are
not suppressed by legacy restrictions in liquor licenses or "implicit" prohibitions within
an establishment's filed method of operation.

JUSTIFICATION:

For decades, the State Liquor Authority (SLA) has used the licensing process to impose
"zoning by stipulation," often forcing small business owners to agree to "no music" or




"no dancing" clauses to secure a license. These restrictions frequently persist even after
local municipalities, such as New York City through its 2017 Cabaret Law repeal and
2024 "City of Yes" reforms, have legalized these activities.

This bill clarifies that social dancing and music are fundamental forms of expression. It
provides an immediate "cleanse" of the regulatory system by declaring all such
restrictive stipulations null and void. By prohibiting the SLA from enforcing these legacy
restrictions, the bill ensures that a venue's cultural programming is governed by local
democratic standards and noise codes, rather than antiquated administrative
checkboxes. Existing disciplinary powers under ABC Law § 118 remain available to
address any venue that is truly disruptive, ensuring that public order is maintained
without the need for pre-emptive suppression of the arts.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

None.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This act shall take effect immediately.




BILL NO. 4: THE TEMPORARY PERMIT EXPANSION ACT

STATE OF NEW YORK

IN ASSEMBLY — SENATE

AN ACT to amend the alcoholic beverage control law, in relation to temporary retail
permits and the removal of restrictions on musical and dancing activities.

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as
follows:

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 97-a of the alcoholic beverage control law, as added
by chapter 56 of the laws of 2022, is amended to read as follows:

3. ...Provided however, any premises granted a temporary retail permit pursuant to
this subdivision in a city with a population of one million or more people shall only be
allowed to operate on the premises under the following conditions: the closing time any
day of the week shall be no later than midnight; provided however that the closing time
of any outdoor space shall be no later than ten o'clock post-meridian Sunday through
Thursday and eleven o'clock post-meridian Friday and Saturday; ne-ocutdoormusic;
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the public-interest standard-Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, th
Authority shall not deny an application for a temporary retail permit, nor impose any
restrictive conditions upon such permit, based upon the applicant's intention to provide
live music or patron dancing. A temporary permit issued under this chapter shall authorize
the same activities regarding music and dancing as are permitted by local zoning and
occupancy laws for the premises, regardless of any prior "Method of Operation” or
‘representations” made by a previous licensee at the same location. Further provided
however, a temporary retail permit may not be issued pursuant to this subdivision...

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(Required by Assembly Rule I, Sec 1(f))

This bill amends subdivision 3 of section 97-a of the alcoholic beverage control law to
remove mandatory prohibitions on music and dancing for temporary retail permits in
New York City. While maintaining existing statutory closing hours, it ensures that a new
permit holder’s right to host music and dancing is governed by local zoning and




occupancy laws, and prohibits the State Liquor Authority from imposing restrictive
conditions based on the history of prior licensees at the same location.

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION

PURPOSE:

To eliminate the mandatory "no music" and "no dancing" restrictions for temporary retail
permits in New York City, allowing new businesses to align their operations with local
zoning immediately upon receipt of a permit.

JUSTIFICATION:

Part N of Chapter 56 of the Laws of 2022 mandated that all temporary retail permits in
New York City operate with a total ban on live music, DJs, and patron dancing. This has
resulted in a "cultural blackout" for new venues, forcing them to remain silent for the 10
to 12 months it takes for a permanent license to be processed.

This bill corrects this administrative burden by ensuring that if an activity is legal under
local zoning, it is permitted under a temporary permit. Furthermore, it decouples new
business owners from the "Method of Operation” or representations made by previous,
unrelated licensees at the same location. This allows for a clean transition and
immediate economic and cultural activity without the pre-emptive suppression of music
and dancing.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

None.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This act shall take effect immediately.




BILL 5 AN ACT to amend the alcoholic beverage control law, in relation to the independent and
exclusive power of the state liquor authority to determine methods of operation

SPONSOR’S MEMORANDUM

TITLE OF BILL:

AN ACT to amend the alcoholic beverage control law, in relation to the independent and
exclusive power of the state liquor authority to determine methods of operation.

PURPOSE:

To affirm the State Liquor Authority’s exclusive jurisdiction over licensed operations and to
prevent the enforcement of extra-legal, coercive "stipulations" drafted by advisory community
boards that bypass state law and local zoning.

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS:

e Section 1: Establishes the short title.

e Section 2: Amends ABC Law § 64(6-a) to define "method of operation" and prohibit the
SLA from incorporating community board stipulations into licenses, notwithstanding the
binding nature of application information under § 110.

e Section 3: Renders null and void any license conditions based on community board
stipulations that prohibit music or dancing where otherwise permitted by law.

e Section 4: Provides for an immediate effective date.

JUSTIFICATION:

Community boards provide valuable input to the Authority as to local conditions unique to an
applicant or site. Their advisory role is essential in ensuring the Authority is aware of the specific
needs and character of a neighborhood. However, under the New York City Charter, these
boards are strictly advisory.

A practice has emerged where boards pressure license applicants into signing "stipulations"
under duress, often threatening a negative recommendation unless the applicant surrenders legal
rights. These are illusory agreements; boards lack the legal standing to enforce them in court, yet
they ask the Authority to "bootstrap" these private contracts into state-enforced license
conditions by treating them as binding application information. This bill restores the proper
balance: it encourages boards to provide signed or unsigned advisory recommendations based on

their local expertise, while ensuring the Authority—not an advisory board—remains the sole




arbiter of operations. Furthermore, this prevents local boards from using stipulations to ignore or

override City Council rezoning legislation intended to foster economic and cultural growth.

LEGISLATIVE TEXT

AN ACT to amend the alcoholic beverage control law, in relation to the independent and
exclusive power of the state liquor authority to determine methods of operation.

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as
follows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "State Liquor Authority
independent power to determine Methods of Operation act."

§ 2. Subdivision six-a of section sixty-four of the alcoholic beverage control law is amended by
adding two new paragraphs (f) and (g) to read as follows:

(f) Notwithstanding section one hundred ten of this chapter, including subdivision five of such

section, the authority shall have the exclusive power to determine the methods of operation of a

license. For the purposes of this section, "method of operation" shall include, but not be limited

to, the hours of operation, the use of security personnel, and the types of music or entertainment

provided. No agreement, stipulation, or memorandum of understanding entered into or made

between an applicant and a community board or municipality shall be binding upon the licensee,

nor shall the authority incorporate by reference any such agreement, stipulation, or representation

into the terms or conditions of any license or the method of operation of a licensed premises.

Such agreements or stipulations shall not be deemed "information furnished in an application" or

a "supplemental statement" for the purposes of section one hundred ten. The authority shall not

consider any recommendation from a community board or municipality that is conditioned upon

the applicant's execution of an agreement or stipulation with such board or municipality, as the

powers of a community board are strictly advisory.

(2) Any condition heretofore or hereafter imposed by the authority that relies upon a community

board stipulation prohibiting live music or patron dancing shall be deemed null and void as an

ultra vires exercise of local authority by the community board where such music or dancing is

otherwise permitted by local zoning and building codes.

§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.

Next




BILL NO. 6: END THE 500 FOOT LAW ACT
STATE OF NEW YORK
IN ASSEMBLY — SENATE
AN ACT to amend the alcoholic beverage control law, in relation to the repeal of the
"five-hundred-foot rule" and "two-hundred-foot rule" and the associated hearing
requirements.
The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as
follows:
Section 1. Repeals. The following provisions of the alcoholic beverage control law are
hereby REPEALED:

« Paragraphs (a), (b), (e), and (f) of subdivision seven of section sixty-four.

Subdivision seven of section sixty-four-a.

« Subdivision five of section sixty-four-b.

o Subdivision eleven of section sixty-four-c.

« Subdivision eight of section sixty-four-d.

« Subdivision three of section one hundred five.

Section 2. Effective Date. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have become a law.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(Required by Assembly Rule I, Sec 1(f))

This bill proposes to repeal various subdivisions of sections 64, 64-a, 64-b, 64-c, 64-d,
and 105 of the alcoholic beverage control law. These provisions, collectively known as
the "200-foot rule" and the "500-foot rule," currently prohibit the issuance of certain
retail liquor licenses based on proximity to schools, places of worship, or a high density
of existing licensed establishments. The bill also repeals the mandatory hearing
requirements and "public interest" findings associated with these proximity restrictions.

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION

PURPOSE:

To eliminate antiquated state-level proximity restrictions and mandatory administrative
hearings for retail liquor licenses to align state law with modern municipal reforms and
reduce unnecessary administrative burdens on the State Liquor Authority (SLA).




JUSTIFICATION:

The "500-foot law" (Padavan Law, 1993) was enacted during a period of social
repression in New York City. This state-level restriction is now in direct conflict with a
decade of significant municipal reform, including the 2017 repeal of the NYC Cabaret
Law and the 2024 "City of Yes" initiative. These local reforms recognized social dancing
and music as fundamental forms of human expression, yet the 500-foot rule remains as
a fossilized barrier that effectively neutralizes them.

Furthermore, the repeal of this rule does not leave communities unprotected. The SLA
already possesses expansive disciplinary powers under ABC Law § 118 to fine,
suspend, or revoke the license of any establishment that operates a disruptive venue.
These existing enforcement tools, combined with New York City’s robust Noise Code
and local nuisance laws, provide ample protection without the need for the current,
burdensome "pre-approval" hearing process.

Administratively, the current process is a significant drain on State resources. In 2025,
the SLA conducted nearly 900 mandatory 500-foot hearings, creating a 10 to 12-month
delay for permanent licenses. This bill redirects those judicial resources toward actual
public safety and enforcement while finally aligning State law with the cultural and
economic reality of New York City.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

Significant cost savings to the State through the elimination of approximately 900 non-
discretionary hearings annually.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall have become a law.




BILL NO. 1: Methods of Operation May Not Prohibit Music and

Dancing

STATE OF NEW YORK

IN ASSEMBLY — SENATE

AN ACT to amend the alcoholic beverage control law, in relation to the method of
operation disclosure requirements for retail licensees.

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as
follows:

Section 1. Section 106 of the alcoholic beverage control law is amended by adding a
new subdivision 18 to read as follows:

18. Method of operation; music and dancing. Pursuant to section one hundred ten of this
chapter, the authority shall not require an applicant to disclose, nor shall it condition the
issuance or renewal of any license upon, the presence or absence of live music or patron
dancing, provided such activities are permitted by local zoning and do not violate local
noise ordinances.

Section 2. Effective Date. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have become a law.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(Required by Assembly Rule IlI, Sec 1(f))

This bill adds a new subdivision 18 to section 106 of the alcoholic beverage control law
to prohibit the State Liquor Authority from requiring applicants to disclose or
conditioning licenses on the presence of live music or patron dancing, provided these
activities comply with local zoning and noise laws.

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION

PURPOSE:

To prevent the State Liquor Authority (SLA) from using the "Method of Operation”
disclosure as a pretext for regulating cultural and expressive activities like live music
and social dancing when such activities are already lawful under local zoning.
JUSTIFICATION:

For decades, the SLA has used its administrative "Method of Operation” form to treat
live music and dancing as "conditional" privileges. This has allowed the agency to
impose restrictions on artistic expression—such as prohibiting specific instruments or
genres—even when a venue is fully compliant with local noise and zoning laws.




This bill codifies a "cleanse” of the method of operation process. It clarifies that if an
activity is permitted by a municipality (such as New York City's 2024 "City of Yes" zoning
reform), the SLA cannot use the licensing process to override that local determination.
This ensures that social dancing and music, as fundamental forms of human
expression, are no longer subject to shadow regulation by a state liquor board.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

None.




BILL NO. 2: LIVE MUSIC AND PATRON DANCING PRESUMED TO BE

IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST

STATE OF NEW YORK

IN ASSEMBLY — SENATE

AN ACT to amend the alcoholic beverage control law, in relation to establishing a
presumptive public benefit for live music and patron dancing in licensing
determinations.

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as
follows:

Section 1. The alcoholic beverage control law is amended by adding a new section 64-g
to read as follows:

§ 64-g. Presumptive public benefit; live music and patron dancing. 1. In any hearing or
determination conducted by the authority pursuant to sections sixty-four, sixty-four-a,
sixty-four-c, or sixty-four-d of this chapter to determine whether the granting of a license is
in the public interest, the presence of live music and patron dancing at the premises shall
be deemed a presumptive public benefit.

2. The burden of proof shall rest upon any party opposing the issuance of a license or the
inclusion of these activities in a method of operation to demonstrate, by clear and
convincing evidence, that such activities will result in a specific and substantial negative
impact on the health, safety, or welfare of the community that cannot be mitigated by
existing local noise and safety regulations.

Section 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall have become a
law.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(Required by Assembly Rule I, Sec 1(f))

This bill adds a new section 64-g to the alcoholic beverage control law to establish that
live music and patron dancing are presumptive "public benefits" in licensing
determinations. It shifts the burden of proof to opponents of these activities to
demonstrate substantial negative impacts by a clear and convincing evidentiary
standard.

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION
PURPOSE:
To codify the cultural and social value of live music and patron dancing by establishing




a legal presumption that these activities serve the public interest and shifting the
evidentiary burden to those who oppose them.

JUSTIFICATION:

For decades, the "public interest" standard in the alcoholic beverage control law has
been utilized to treat live music and social dancing as inherent liabilities or nuisances.
This has forced applicants to "prove" the value of basic cultural expression. This bill
reverses that dynamic, establishing that these activities are a presumptive public
benefit.

This shift aligns state law with the 2017 repeal of the NYC Cabaret Law and the 2024
"City of Yes" reforms, which recognized social dancing and music as fundamental
forms of human expression. By placing the burden of proof on opponents, the law
ensures that artistic and social activities cannot be suppressed based on vague or
generalized concerns. Opponents must instead meet a high "clear and convincing"
evidentiary standard to show that local noise and safety codes are insufficient to
protect the community.

This ensures that the State Liquor Authority serves its entire constituency—including
musicians, dancers, and cultural enthusiasts—rather than acting solely as a gatekeeper
against expressive activity.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

None.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall have become a law.




BILL NO. 3: NO IMPLICIT RESTRICTIONS AGAINST LIVE MUSIC OR

PATRON DANCING ACT

STATE OF NEW YORK

IN ASSEMBLY — SENATE

AN ACT to amend the alcoholic beverage control law, in relation to prohibiting the
enforcement of implicit or explicit license restrictions on live music and patron dancing.
The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as
follows:

Section 1. Section 106 of the alcoholic beverage control law is amended by adding a
new subdivision 19 to read as follows:

19. (a) No license issued by the authority shall be subject to any implicit or explicit
restriction, condition, or stipulation prohibiting or limiting the use of live music or patron
dancing at the licensed premises, provided such activities are permitted by local zoning
and are conducted in compliance with local noise ordinances.

(b) Any such restriction, condition, or stipulation contained within a method of operation or
license issued by the authority prior to or after the effective date of this subdivision is
hereby declared null, void, and unenforceable. The authority shall not initiate or maintain
any disciplinary proceeding, nor shall it impose any fine, suspension, or revocation, based
upon the violation of any such restriction or condition.

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(Required by Assembly Rule I, Sec 1(f))

This bill adds a new subdivision 19 to section 106 of the alcoholic beverage control law.
It nullifies all existing and future implicit or explicit license restrictions on live music and
patron dancing, provided those activities comply with local law. It further prohibits the
State Liquor Authority from enforcing such restrictions through disciplinary actions.

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION

PURPOSE:

To ensure that lawful cultural activities—specifically live music and social dancing—are
not suppressed by legacy restrictions in liquor licenses or "implicit" prohibitions within
an establishment's filed method of operation.

JUSTIFICATION:

For decades, the State Liquor Authority (SLA) has used the licensing process to impose
"zoning by stipulation," often forcing small business owners to agree to "no music" or




"no dancing" clauses to secure a license. These restrictions frequently persist even after
local municipalities, such as New York City through its 2017 Cabaret Law repeal and
2024 "City of Yes" reforms, have legalized these activities.

This bill clarifies that social dancing and music are fundamental forms of expression. It
provides an immediate "cleanse" of the regulatory system by declaring all such
restrictive stipulations null and void. By prohibiting the SLA from enforcing these legacy
restrictions, the bill ensures that a venue's cultural programming is governed by local
democratic standards and noise codes, rather than antiquated administrative
checkboxes. Existing disciplinary powers under ABC Law § 118 remain available to
address any venue that is truly disruptive, ensuring that public order is maintained
without the need for pre-emptive suppression of the arts.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

None.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This act shall take effect immediately.




BILL NO. 4: THE TEMPORARY PERMIT EXPANSION ACT

STATE OF NEW YORK

IN ASSEMBLY — SENATE

AN ACT to amend the alcoholic beverage control law, in relation to temporary retail
permits and the removal of restrictions on musical and dancing activities.

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as
follows:

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 97-a of the alcoholic beverage control law, as added
by chapter 56 of the laws of 2022, is amended to read as follows:

3. ...Provided however, any premises granted a temporary retail permit pursuant to
this subdivision in a city with a population of one million or more people shall only be
allowed to operate on the premises under the following conditions: the closing time any
day of the week shall be no later than midnight; provided however that the closing time
of any outdoor space shall be no later than ten o'clock post-meridian Sunday through
Thursday and eleven o'clock post-meridian Friday and Saturday; ne-ocutdoormusic;
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the public-interest standard-Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, th
Authority shall not deny an application for a temporary retail permit, nor impose any
restrictive conditions upon such permit, based upon the applicant's intention to provide
live music or patron dancing. A temporary permit issued under this chapter shall authorize
the same activities regarding music and dancing as are permitted by local zoning and
occupancy laws for the premises, regardless of any prior "Method of Operation” or
‘representations” made by a previous licensee at the same location. Further provided
however, a temporary retail permit may not be issued pursuant to this subdivision...

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(Required by Assembly Rule I, Sec 1(f))

This bill amends subdivision 3 of section 97-a of the alcoholic beverage control law to
remove mandatory prohibitions on music and dancing for temporary retail permits in
New York City. While maintaining existing statutory closing hours, it ensures that a new
permit holder’s right to host music and dancing is governed by local zoning and




occupancy laws, and prohibits the State Liquor Authority from imposing restrictive
conditions based on the history of prior licensees at the same location.

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION

PURPOSE:

To eliminate the mandatory "no music" and "no dancing" restrictions for temporary retail
permits in New York City, allowing new businesses to align their operations with local
zoning immediately upon receipt of a permit.

JUSTIFICATION:

Part N of Chapter 56 of the Laws of 2022 mandated that all temporary retail permits in
New York City operate with a total ban on live music, DJs, and patron dancing. This has
resulted in a "cultural blackout" for new venues, forcing them to remain silent for the 10
to 12 months it takes for a permanent license to be processed.

This bill corrects this administrative burden by ensuring that if an activity is legal under
local zoning, it is permitted under a temporary permit. Furthermore, it decouples new
business owners from the "Method of Operation” or representations made by previous,
unrelated licensees at the same location. This allows for a clean transition and
immediate economic and cultural activity without the pre-emptive suppression of music
and dancing.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

None.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This act shall take effect immediately.




BILL 5 AN ACT to amend the alcoholic beverage control law, in relation to the independent and
exclusive power of the state liquor authority to determine methods of operation

SPONSOR’S MEMORANDUM

TITLE OF BILL:

AN ACT to amend the alcoholic beverage control law, in relation to the independent and
exclusive power of the state liquor authority to determine methods of operation.

PURPOSE:

To affirm the State Liquor Authority’s exclusive jurisdiction over licensed operations and to
prevent the enforcement of extra-legal, coercive "stipulations" drafted by advisory community
boards that bypass state law and local zoning.

SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS:

e Section 1: Establishes the short title.

e Section 2: Amends ABC Law § 64(6-a) to define "method of operation" and prohibit the
SLA from incorporating community board stipulations into licenses, notwithstanding the
binding nature of application information under § 110.

e Section 3: Renders null and void any license conditions based on community board
stipulations that prohibit music or dancing where otherwise permitted by law.

e Section 4: Provides for an immediate effective date.

JUSTIFICATION:

Community boards provide valuable input to the Authority as to local conditions unique to an
applicant or site. Their advisory role is essential in ensuring the Authority is aware of the specific
needs and character of a neighborhood. However, under the New York City Charter, these
boards are strictly advisory.

A practice has emerged where boards pressure license applicants into signing "stipulations"
under duress, often threatening a negative recommendation unless the applicant surrenders legal
rights. These are illusory agreements; boards lack the legal standing to enforce them in court, yet
they ask the Authority to "bootstrap" these private contracts into state-enforced license
conditions by treating them as binding application information. This bill restores the proper
balance: it encourages boards to provide signed or unsigned advisory recommendations based on

their local expertise, while ensuring the Authority—not an advisory board—remains the sole




arbiter of operations. Furthermore, this prevents local boards from using stipulations to ignore or

override City Council rezoning legislation intended to foster economic and cultural growth.

LEGISLATIVE TEXT

AN ACT to amend the alcoholic beverage control law, in relation to the independent and
exclusive power of the state liquor authority to determine methods of operation.

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as
follows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "State Liquor Authority
independent power to determine Methods of Operation act."

§ 2. Subdivision six-a of section sixty-four of the alcoholic beverage control law is amended by
adding two new paragraphs (f) and (g) to read as follows:

(f) Notwithstanding section one hundred ten of this chapter, including subdivision five of such

section, the authority shall have the exclusive power to determine the methods of operation of a

license. For the purposes of this section, "method of operation" shall include, but not be limited

to, the hours of operation, the use of security personnel, and the types of music or entertainment

provided. No agreement, stipulation, or memorandum of understanding entered into or made

between an applicant and a community board or municipality shall be binding upon the licensee,

nor shall the authority incorporate by reference any such agreement, stipulation, or representation

into the terms or conditions of any license or the method of operation of a licensed premises.

Such agreements or stipulations shall not be deemed "information furnished in an application" or

a "supplemental statement" for the purposes of section one hundred ten. The authority shall not

consider any recommendation from a community board or municipality that is conditioned upon

the applicant's execution of an agreement or stipulation with such board or municipality, as the

powers of a community board are strictly advisory.

(2) Any condition heretofore or hereafter imposed by the authority that relies upon a community

board stipulation prohibiting live music or patron dancing shall be deemed null and void as an

ultra vires exercise of local authority by the community board where such music or dancing is

otherwise permitted by local zoning and building codes.

§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.

Next







BILL NO. 6: END THE 500 FOOT LAW ACT
STATE OF NEW YORK
IN ASSEMBLY — SENATE
AN ACT to amend the alcoholic beverage control law, in relation to the repeal of the
"five-hundred-foot rule" and "two-hundred-foot rule" and the associated hearing
requirements.
The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as
follows:
Section 1. Repeals. The following provisions of the alcoholic beverage control law are
hereby REPEALED:

« Paragraphs (a), (b), (e), and (f) of subdivision seven of section sixty-four.

Subdivision seven of section sixty-four-a.

« Subdivision five of section sixty-four-b.

o Subdivision eleven of section sixty-four-c.

« Subdivision eight of section sixty-four-d.

« Subdivision three of section one hundred five.

Section 2. Effective Date. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have become a law.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

(Required by Assembly Rule I, Sec 1(f))

This bill proposes to repeal various subdivisions of sections 64, 64-a, 64-b, 64-c, 64-d,
and 105 of the alcoholic beverage control law. These provisions, collectively known as
the "200-foot rule" and the "500-foot rule," currently prohibit the issuance of certain
retail liquor licenses based on proximity to schools, places of worship, or a high density
of existing licensed establishments. The bill also repeals the mandatory hearing
requirements and "public interest" findings associated with these proximity restrictions.

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION

PURPOSE:

To eliminate antiquated state-level proximity restrictions and mandatory administrative
hearings for retail liquor licenses to align state law with modern municipal reforms and
reduce unnecessary administrative burdens on the State Liquor Authority (SLA).




JUSTIFICATION:

The "500-foot law" (Padavan Law, 1993) was enacted during a period of social
repression in New York City. This state-level restriction is now in direct conflict with a
decade of significant municipal reform, including the 2017 repeal of the NYC Cabaret
Law and the 2024 "City of Yes" initiative. These local reforms recognized social dancing
and music as fundamental forms of human expression, yet the 500-foot rule remains as
a fossilized barrier that effectively neutralizes them.

Furthermore, the repeal of this rule does not leave communities unprotected. The SLA
already possesses expansive disciplinary powers under ABC Law § 118 to fine,
suspend, or revoke the license of any establishment that operates a disruptive venue.
These existing enforcement tools, combined with New York City’s robust Noise Code
and local nuisance laws, provide ample protection without the need for the current,
burdensome "pre-approval" hearing process.

Administratively, the current process is a significant drain on State resources. In 2025,
the SLA conducted nearly 900 mandatory 500-foot hearings, creating a 10 to 12-month
delay for permanent licenses. This bill redirects those judicial resources toward actual
public safety and enforcement while finally aligning State law with the cultural and
economic reality of New York City.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

Significant cost savings to the State through the elimination of approximately 900 non-
discretionary hearings annually.

EFFECTIVE DATE:

This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall have become a law.
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Coalition Newsletter Issue 3 The January 2026 Proposed 'Dine and
Dance' Bill: Analysis and Response

Source: Coalition of Musicians and Dancers to Eliminate Regulations Against Music and Dancing

Volume 1, Issue 3 | February 17, 2026

The proposed bill eliminates zero restrictions on dancing. Full text reproduced on the following pages.
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COALITION NEWSLETTER

Volume 1 Issue 3 February 17, 2026

Coalition of Musicians and Dancers to Eliminate
Regulations Against Music and Dancing
http://dance-music-regulation.com

In January 2026 Governor Kathy Hochul proposed a new "Dine and Dance" Alcohol License
asserting that the proposal was "eliminating outdated restrictions on dancing" as described in
the Governor's "State of the State" of January 2026 at Page 101

That claim is completely false. The proposed bill eliminates zero restrictions on dancing.

Following is the misleading "State of the State" message From Governor Kathy Hochul
January 2026, Page 101 (We applied numbering to the sentences for clarity as G-1 ... and
discussed in detail below)

G-Title Eliminating Outdated Restrictions on Dancing

G-1. For decades, complexity and lack of transparency in tavern, bar, and restaurant
licensing has generated public confusion about dancing, often creating friction in
communities. G-2. Under current rules, dancing is allowed in bars and taverns, after
bureaucratic processes at the State Liquor Authority (SLA) and community board level
but is not always allowed in restaurants. G-3. Because of this, some applicants—
especially those who want to operate as a restaurant at some times and a bar or tavern at
other times— self-identify as restaurants but operate as nightclubs. G-4. This erodes
community trust, leads to higher complaint volumes, and requires the SLA to enforce
against dancing. G-5. To improve trust and transparency and cut red tape, Governor
Hochul will charge SLA with allowing dancing by default in taverns and bars and creating




a new hybrid restaurant-tavern license. G-6. For bars and taverns, no processes or need for
public hearings will change, and community boards will be able to maintain their role
making further stipulations. G-7. There will be no change for restaurants, whose license
types do not allow patron dancing. G-8. For applicants who want to operate as both a
restaurant and bar or club at different times, the new hybrid license type will bring more
transparency to the community, as the license will accurately reflect the character of the
establishment. G-9. Qualifying license types will continue to require community
disclosure and comment periods for dancing and performance dancing consistent with
statutory obligations.

The bill adds a new class  In reality, the proposal's intention is to create a new class of
of eating establishment  license that circumvents the requirement for restaurants to
not named "restaurant: ~ comply with ABC Law § 3(27), which mandates a "kitchen...

which do not need to which shall at all times be in charge of a chef with the necessary
maintain food service at  help as she or he may require." The proposal simultaneously
all times. seeks to circumvent the requirement that bars and taverns, which

are currently not required to employ a chef, face specific statutory
limitations on "openings or means of entrance" to other rooms or
businesses under ABC Law § 64-a (4). There are nearly 2000
businesses in this category in NYC.

Notwithstanding, we would without hesitation support changing
the food service requirements for all "restaurants" reflecting
antiquated 1934 era concepts. But we do not support the claims
that this eliminates any restrictions against dancing and live
music.

Dine and Dance Proposal The Governor's proposed Dine and Dance bill states:
Removes Requirement to

maintain full food service 5. Every dine and dance licensee shall keep food
as required in the available for sale to its customers for consumption on
definition of Restaurant. the premises. The availability of sandwiches, soups

or comparable foods, whether fresh, processed,
pre-cooked or frozen, during such hours of
operation shall be deemed compliance with this
requirement. Nothing contained in this subdivision,
however, shall be construed to require that any food
be sold or purchased with any liquor (emphasis
added).

ABC Law § 3(27)-"the  The Dine and Dance bill, by not naming the venue a "Restaurant',
kitchen of which must, at  seeks to avoid ABC Law § 3(27) — Definition of "Restaurant"
all times, be in charge of a
chef with the necessary § 3(27). "Restaurant" shall mean a place which is
help," regularly and in a bona fide manner used and kept

open for the serving of meals to guests for
compensation and which has suitable kitchen
facilities connected therewith, containing
conveniences for cooking an assortment of foods,
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SLA carefully applies
requirement that food is
available at all hours.

In summary, the "Dine
and Dance" license has
nothing to do with
eliminating outdated
dancing

The proposal perpetuates
antiquated 1934 Law

The Governor, rather than
eliminate outdated
restrictions, creates a new
license evolved from the
1926 Cabaret Law and
similar to a Cabaret
License)

which may be required for ordinary meals, the
kitchen of which must, at all times, be in charge of a
chef with the necessary help, ...

SLA this rule to be significant and repeatedly as stated in its
forms and advisory documents, implementing the definition in
ABC Law § 3(27):

PLEASE NOTE THAT FOOD MUST BE
AVAILABLE FOR SALE DURING ALL HOURS
OF OPERATION. This does not include allowing
patrons to order from other restaurants and
having the food delivered to your premises. The
food must be available at your place of business

In summary, the propose "Dine and Dance" license has nothing to
do with eliminating outdated dancing restrictions and everything
to do with allowing restaurants to stay open late with minimal
food service, reducing costs substantially. Note - many eating
establishments are not attempting to be nightclubs but want the
flexibility to provide live music and patron dancing even at
earlier times or in event rooms.

Oddly, while the State of the State claims reform of outdated

practices, the overall structure of the ABC Law remains rooted in
the ABC Law adopted in 1934.

ABC Law § 3(27) was originally enacted in the 1934 ABC Law
and Introduced the "Restaurant". This rule was meant to "clean
up" post-Prohibition New York by ensuring venues were "bona
fide" eateries, not rowdy saloons or speakeasies of the 1920s
which NYC's Cabaret Law sought to control. In 1934 the State
took control of liquor licenses , even adding the notorious state
Cabaret Card.

By requiring a "chef at all times," the state ensured that any venue
with a liquor license had to maintain the high overhead of a
restaurant, which served to suppress the "nightclub" atmosphere
the feared in 1934.

Conclusion — the Proposed Bill eliminates no "outdated
restrictions" except to reduce labor costs of Restaurants who
already are allowed to have dancing and live music. The
Governor misleads the public.




Analysis of each of the nine sentences of the Governor's State of the
State message, sentences G-1to G-9.

G-Title "Eliminating
Outdated Restrictions on
Dancing"”

G-1. "For decades,
complexity and lack of
transparency in tavern,

bar, and restaurant
licensing has generated
public confusion about
dancing, often creating

friction in communities."

G-2. "Under current rules,
dancing is allowed in bars
and taverns, after
bureaucratic processes at
the State Liquor Authority
(SLA) and community
board level but is not
always allowed in
restaurants.”

G-3. Because of this, some
applicants— especially
those who want to operate
as a restaurant at some
times and a bar or tavern
at other times— self-
identify as restaurants but
operate as nightclubs.

G-4. This erodes
community trust, leads to

Untrue. Not one single restriction on dancing is eliminated by the
bill.

An underlying problem is that Community Boards may and often
do arbitrarily refuse to approve live music, patron dancing, and
amplified music.

The SLA virtually automatically approves whatever the
community boards say, essentially abrogating its responsibility.

Another problem is the ABC Law 500-foot provision which
places the burden of proof on a licensee to show that live music
and patron dancing are in the public interest, and as well slowing
down and making expensive the application process. For
example, 897 hearings were held in 2025, increasing costs to the
SLA and applicants.

As to live music, the practices clearly violate the First
Amendment.

Nonsense. Dancing and live music are allowed in restaurants
under the exact same rules for restaurants as for bars and taverns.

In fact, dancing is allowed as frequently in restaurants as in bars
and taverns. An analysis of our recent FOIL-obtained databases
shows the reverse: in NYC, far more restaurants have patron
dancing than bars and taverns. So, the opposite is true.

The predicate to this statement in G-2 is nonsense and wrong, so
this sentence has no meaning.

This seems to say that these are the only options. There are many
operation options available to "Restaurants".

Certainly, though venues would appreciate lowering costs by not
calling a restaurant a "Restaurant".

See below.

This is nonsense. The State of the State text erodes community
trust by misleading the public.

4




higher complaint volumes,
and requires the SLA to
enforce against dancing.

G-5."To improve trust and
transparency and cut red
tape, Governor Hochul
will charge SLA with
allowing dancing by
default in taverns and bars
and creating a new hybrid
restaurant-tavern license."

G-6. For bars and
taverns, no processes or
need for public hearings

will change, and
community boards will be
able to maintain their role
making further
Stipulations.

The SLA "enforces" dancing restrictions in restaurants, bars, and
taverns if there is patron dancing or live music and if the licensee
does not have these activities in their Method of Operation.

If a restaurant has a liquor license and does not maintain a chef
and full service, then it may also be disciplined. Even with the
Dance and Dine license, this remains true for any restaurant not
obtaining this new license.

The misrepresentations in selling this proposal and accompanying
media campaign have eroded and decreased trust and
transparency.

Nothing in this bill will allow dancing by default in taverns and
bars. Taverns and bars will still have to run the gauntlet of
community boards, SLA practices, and deference to community
boards.

Bars and taverns are licensed under ABC Law Section 64-a
(Special On-Premises License). Unlike restaurant licenses,
Section 64-a does not force the establishment into the "chef"
requirement of § 3(27), as its "principal business" is the sale of
food or beverages. Bars and taverns are allowed to have dancing
and live music, but only if approved by the SLA and in practice,
community boards.

There is nothing in the ABC law that mentions either
"stipulations" or "community boards." Under the NYC Charter,
community boards are advisory bodies with no power to enter
into contracts. The "stipulations" which boards require applicants
to sign are effectively extra-legal agreements used as leverage for
a positive recommendation.

The community boards have no power to sue on a stipulation. As
for NYC, nothing in the New York City Charter § 2800 allows
community boards to act as zoning boards or to require
stipulations.

The SLA almost as a rule approves the "stipulations" as an
approved method of operation. In doing so, the SLA does not
discharge its independent authority and obligation to approve
methods of operation. Under the ABC Law, applicants are not
obligated to sign stipulations. The Governor here describes and
endorses the antiquated processes which are the root of the
problem.

n.n

SLA doe not "make" "stipulations"; "stipulations" are between a
community board and an applicant. Rather, SLA approves
methods of operation.




G-7. There will be no
change for restaurants,
whose license types do not
allow patron dancing.

G-8. For applicants who
want to operate as both a
restaurant and bar or club
at different times, the new
hybrid license type will
bring more transparency
to the community, as the
license will accurately
reflect the character of the
establishment.

By endorsing stipulations, Governor is essentially codifying a
"broken" system while claiming to fix it.

The statement here perhaps may have meant to say, "whose
license types currently do not allow patron dancing". Still, for a
new license type, these "restaurants" under current practice still
need to return for community board review. Is the statement
trying to say that the proposed law will not modify licenses that
currently do not allow patron dancing?

There is no restaurant license type authorized by the ABC Law
where patron dancing is not allowed if approved in the method of
operation. The implication that certain restaurant license types do
not allow patron dancing is patently untrue and a fundamental
mischaracterization of the ABC Law. No license type carries a
statutory ban on dancing.

For a new license type, these "restaurants" still need to return for
community board review. This is an example of the proposal
doing absolutely nothing as to extending live music and dancing.

Rather, the ability to host dancing is determined by the
representations made in the application and the subsequent
discretion of the SLA in approving the "method of operation."

Whether dancing or live music is permitted is not dictated by the
license category itself, but by the conditions placed on the
license. Under ABC Law § 110(5), a licensee is bound by the
specific representations made in their application, which is why a
restaurant is restricted from dancing and live music only if the
restaurant did not seek permission for it or if the SLA imposed a
specific condition against it.

The Governor apparently does not frequent all types of NYC
nightlife. The practice in many establishments is to operate as
pure eating places early in the evening and then have live music
or dancing later in the evening, often pushing back the tables.

Many restaurants have, or wish to have, cabaret type pianists,
vocalists, and small groups throughout the evening. This is "live
music" often prohibited by Methods of Operation. Many
restaurants do not have acoustic pianos and thus cannot offer
certain live music. These are not nightclubs.

Often, restaurants use back rooms and event rooms for dancing
alone such as Tango nights while the rest of the venue operates as
a regular restaurant.

Not all restaurants currently having live music and dancing
privileges operate as nightclubs.

The Governor has a simplistic view of nightlife.
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Well, that is the point - all the restrictive practices remain in
effect. Merely applying for a dine and dance license does not
mean the practices will not come into play.

G-9. Qualifying license
types will continue to
require community

disclosure and comment  The 500-Foot Law Conflict: Because the "Dine and Dance"
periods for dancing and  category is a "new" license class, any restaurant currently
performance dancing operating with a wine or liquor license (§ 81) that tries to
consistent with statutory ~ "upgrade" to Dine and Dance Liquor will trigger a 500-Foot
obligations. Hearing (§ 64(7)(f)). This actually creates more red tape and
gives the Community Board a second "bite at the apple" to block
the license entirely.

This article does not address Part N of the Governor's Proposal, extending a more recent anti-
music and anti-dance law relating to temporary licenses, directly contrary to the Governor's
claim of eliminating restrictions on dancing. See Newsletter 1.

This article does not address the extensive provisions of ABC law and SLA practices which
make it difficult to include live music and patron dancing in methods of operation. Nor does
this article address the unconstitutional restrictions on live and amplified music that permeate
ABC law and SLA practices. See Newsletter 2.

PRESS ARTICLES AND VIDEOS RELYING UPON "STATE OF THE
STATE" MISREPRESENTATIONS. THE GOVERNOR'S OFFICE MUST
ATTEMPT TO CORRECT THESE.

FOX 5 New York, "Hochul Pushes to Make Dining and Dancing Legal in NY: Explainer,"
YouTube (Jan. 21, 2026), http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fog4CwmSVAg.

Kevin Underhill, "New York State May Allow 'Dancing by Default'," Lowering the Bar (Jan.
23, 2026), https://www.lowering-the-bar.net/2026/01/new-york-state-may-allow-dancing-by-
default.html.

Laura Ratliff, "Did You Know That, Technically, New Yorkers Aren't Allowed to Dance in
Restaurants? That Might Soon Change, Though," Time Out New York (Jan. 14, 2026),
https://www.timeout.com/newyork/news/did-you-know-that-technically-new-yorkers-arent-
allowed-to-dance-in-restaurants-that-might-soon-change-though-011426.

Carl Campanile, "Hochul’s State of the State Reveals Plan to Undo Old New York Law That
Blocks Dancing in Restaurants," N.Y. Post (Jan. 13, 2026), https://nypost.com/2026/01/13/us-
news/hochul-wants-to-undo-old-nys-law-that-blocks-dancing-in-restaurants/.

Brianna Perry, "The Hardest Law To Believe In New York May Finally Be Ending — And It’s
All About Whether You Can Dance While You Eat," Secret NYC (Jan. 17, 2026),
https://secretnyc.co/hochul-plans-overhaul-state-liquor-rules-that-ban-dancing-at-many-ny-
restaurants/.

Alan D. Sugarman sugarman@sugarlaw.com
Coalition of Musicians and Dancers to Eliminate




Regulations Against Music and Dancing

Exhibits to Newsletter 3 available for download.

Governor's State of the State re Eliminating Outdated Restrictions on Dancing
Proposed Bill Part Q

Proposed Bill Part N

ABC Law § 64(6-a): The Public Interest Standards 500 Foot Law

ABC Law § 64(7)(f): The 500-Foot Hearing Requirement

References

Newsletter 1
Newsletter 2
Newsletter 3


http://dance-music-regulation.com/document/newsletter-3-bill-not-eliminating-even-one-restriction/
http://dance-music-regulation.com/document/newsletter-number-1-case-study-new-jazz-club/
http://dance-music-regulation.com/document/newsletter-2-sla-violates-first-amendment/
http://dance-music-regulation.com/document/newsletter-3-bill-not-eliminating-even-one-restriction/

Petition

The Cabaret Law was repealed, and zoning has been amended.

Left untouched: the Liquor Authority's regulation of music and dancing.

We New Yorkers who enjoy dancing and live music petition the Governor, the Liquor Authority, and
other State and City officials to:

Stop the Liguor Authority from enforcing restrictions on live music and dance when allowed by NYC
zoning and noise regulations.

Adopt legislation eliminating the power of the Liquor Authority to impose dancing and music
restrictions when allowed by NYC zoning and noise regulations.

Repeal the so-called “500-foot rule,” which enables community boards to pressure license
applicants.

Have the City Council limit community boards from blocking live music and dancing.

Require the Liquor Authority to remove references to dancing and live music from license
applications, so it's clear these are not criteria for approval.

Live music and dancing are prohibited under the SLA’'s Method of Operation rules in over 9,000

restaurant licenses across NYC. Unless legalized, these establishments cannot hire musicians,

advertise shows, allow any dancing, allow cabaret singers, or charge cover fees.

Join New Yorkers and the Coalition of Musicians and Dancers to Eliminate Regulations Against Music and
Dancing

| support the Petition

http://dance-music-regulation.com/petition-2/

http://dance-music-regulation.com/petition/ With Fact Sheet
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Coalition Newsletter Issue 4 NYC Attorney Sues SLA Chair Lily Fan for
Hiding Data on Which Bars and Restaurants Can Have Live Music and
Dancing

Source: Coalition of Musicians and Dancers to Eliminate Regulations Against Music and Dancing

Volume 1, Issue 4 | May 12, 2026

Case: Alan D. Sugarman v. Lily M. Fan et al., New York County Supreme Court, Docket 56072/2026.
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Coalition of Musicians and Dancers to Eliminate Regulations Against Music and Dancing
dance-music-regulation.com

Volume 1 | Issue 4 | May 12, 2026 |

NYC Attorney Sues SLA Chair Lily
Fan for Hiding Data on Which Bars
and Restaurants Can Have Live
Music and Dancing

Lawsuit filed after 14 months of stonewalling. Partial data already shows 82% of NYC venues lack
explicit permission for live music.

KEY DATA

Data critical to effective
oversight.

82%

of NYC on-premises venues
lack explicit permission for live
music

77%

of NYC on-premises venues
lack explicit permission for
patron dancing

Some venues are restricted
to specific ethnic or national
music only — including
Mariachi, Latin, and Irish
Traditional.

RESOURCES

Lawsuit filing:

Lawsuit page

2024 letter to Chair Fan:
Warning letter (Dec. 2024)
Court docket:

NY Supreme Court, New
York County

2019 transparency law:
ABC Law § 110-c

Our petitions:

Petition with Fact Sheet
Main Petition

On May 12, 2026, New York City attorney Alan D. Sugarman filed a lawsuit in the
New York Supreme Court against State Liquor Authority Chair Lily Fan, Deputy
Commissioner Edgar De Leon, Deputy Commissioner John Maya, and the New
York State Liquor Authority itself, seeking to compel the release of records showing
how many bars, restaurants, and other on-premises venues have — or lack —
explicit permission for live music and patron dancing.

Case: Alan D. Sugarman v. Lily M. Fan, Edgar De Leon, John Maya, New York State
Liquor Authority, New York County Supreme Court, Docket 56072/2026.

WHY THIS DATA MATTERS

New York City repealed its Cabaret Law in 2017, and in 2024 reformed its zoning
rules to allow live music and dancing in thousands of previously restricted venues.
But those reforms only work if individual venues file a Method of Operation change
request with the SLA to update their license conditions. Sugarman sought these
records to evaluate whether venues are actually filing such requests, and whether
the SLA is doing anything to assist them. Without this data, there is no way to know
whether the celebrated 2017-2024 reforms have had any practical effect.

A 2019 TRANSPARENCY LAW — IGNORED FOR SIX YEARS

A 2019 New York State law — Alcoholic Beverage Control Law § 110-c —
expressly requires the SLA to make publicly available all conditions it imposes on
liquor licenses, including restrictions on live music and patron dancing. After briefly
complying, the SLA quietly removed this data from its public database, leaving
legislators, advocates, and the public with no way to evaluate the SLA’s impact on
the city’s cultural and entertainment economy.

CHAIR FAN WAS WARNED PERSONALLY — AND DID NOTHING

In December 2024, Sugarman wrote directly to Chair Fan, documenting that the
SLA had removed Method of Operation data from its public database, demanding
its restoration, and asking how the SLA planned to help venues modify their
licenses to permit patron dancing and live music. Fan never responded.

Coalition of Musicians and Dancers to Eliminate Regulations Against Music and Dancing | dance-music-regulation.com |

sugarman@sugarlaw.com




ABOUT THE COALITION

The Coalition of Musicians
and Dancers to Eliminate
Regulations Against Music
and Dancing advocates for
the rights of venues and
performers to host live music
and patron dancing in New
York.

Supported the 2017 Cabaret
Law repeal and the 2024
NYC zoning reform.

dance-music-regulation.com

CONTACT

Alan D. Sugarman
sugarman@sugarlaw.com
917-208-1516

Sugarman was then forced to file three formal public records (FOIL) requests
starting in March 2025. When those too were stonewalled, he brought this lawsuit.

FOURTEEN MONTHS OF STONEWALLING

Three public records requests filed starting March 2025 were met, every single
month for over a year, with a word-for-word identical form letter:

“Due to a high number of FOIL requests recently received, it has

taken longer than anticipated to respond.”
— SLA’s response, verbatim, every month for over a year

Never a legal reason. Never an actual answer. Even after the SLA’s own appeals
officer ruled in January 2026 that the delays were unjustified and ordered
production within 20 days, the SLA still failed to comply.

WHAT THE PARTIAL DATA ALREADY REVEALS

Even the SLA’s partial production — covering only 60% of NYC venues — already
reveals striking findings:

o 82% of NYC on-premises venues lack explicit permission for live music
e 77% of NYC on-premises venues lack explicit permission for patron dancing
e Some venues carry restrictions limiting them to specific ethnic or national

music — including “Mariachi only,” “Latin music only,” and “Irish traditional
music only”

These findings raise serious questions about the SLA’s administration of the law
and its compliance with the 2019 transparency mandate.

ABOUT THE PETITIONER

Alan D. Sugarman is a New York City attorney and member of the Coalition of
Musicians and Dancers to Eliminate Regulations Against Music and Dancing. He
was among the supporters of the 2017 Cabaret Law repeal and the 2024 NYC
zoning reform, and has been working to advance music and dance rights in New
York for more than a decade.

See http://dance-music-regulation.com/wp-content/uploads/2024-12-07-L etter-Sugarman-to-SLA-Chair-Fan-Method-of-Operation-Data-

Removed.pdf; http://dance-music-regulation.com/document/freedom-of-information-law-suit-filed-against-new-york-state-liquor-authority-chair-

lily-fan

Volume 1, Issue 4 | May 2026 | DRAFT
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