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The Freedom of Information Law (Public Officers
Law, Article 6) (FOIL) grants members of the public
access to the records of government in accordance
with its provisions. For more information about
FOIL and the Personal Privacy Protection Law
(Public Officers Law, Article 6-A), please visit the
New York State Committee on Open Government’s
website.
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“Request for Modification of Method of Operation Database

Export - II”    In June 2024, New York City modified its zoning law to

allow social dancing in almost all eating and drinking

establishments. People dance to music. The State Liquor Authority

takes the position that to allow social dancing, the liquor licensee’s

Method of Operation must specifically allow social dancing, and

similarly, the Method of Operation must specifically allow Live

Music, Recorded Music, and DJ music if to accompany social

dancing. The SLA handbook states: “You may not change your

method of operation without applying to the SLA for approval. “ The

SLA handbook further states: “Those conditions may have included

such things as whether you would have music or dancing, the hours

you would operate, etc. You are required to comply with those

conditions unless and until you obtain the SLA’s approval to

operate in a different manner. “  The SLA promulgates a form

(updated 1/24) to modify these conditions at

https://sla.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2025/01/method-of-

operation-change-01222025-final.pdf, “Request to Change Method

of Operation” and the appended “Proposed Method of Operation.”

For the purposes of this FOIL request, these documents collectively

are identified as “Request to Change Method of Operation”.  The

SLA acknowledges that it maintains a database of filings including

data for Requests for Modification of Method of Operation. This

database is not included in databases available in Open Data. SLA

Open Data databases allow exports of data to a CSV or Excel file.  

This FOIL requests a copy of a csv or excel file containing

information relating to “Request to Change Method of Operation”

forms filed with the SLA since June, 2024, including information, if

any, relating to the contents of such file.

Please be specific with your request to narrow our
search and respond to you quickly and efficiently.

Preferred Method to Receive Records:
Electronic via Records Center

Please note not all public documents are available in
electronic format.
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 On 4/15/2026 4:31:00 PM, SLANY Support wrote:

 On 3/18/2026 3:15:56 PM, SLANY Support wrote:

 On 2/18/2026 10:42:11 AM, SLANY Support wrote:

 On 1/16/2026 2:44:27 PM, SLANY Support wrote:

 On 12/19/2025 1:06:23 PM, SLANY Support wrote:

 On 8/29/2025 10:01:05 AM, SLANY Support wrote:

 On 7/17/2025 11:21:11 AM, Alan Sugarman wrote:

 On 7/15/2025 8:36:58 AM, SLANY Support wrote:

 On 7/11/2025 5:06:07 PM, Alan Sugarman wrote:

 On 7/11/2025 4:35:02 PM, SLANY Support wrote:

 On 6/13/2025 5:00:13 PM, SLANY Support wrote:

 On 6/6/2025 11:10:17 AM, SLANY Support wrote:

 On 6/6/2025 11:10:16 AM, Alan Sugarman wrote:
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