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R001683-060625 - FOIL Records Request

Message History (13)

Subject: New Message :: R001683-060625
Body:

RE: FOIL Records Request of June 06, 2025, Reference # R001683-060625
Dear Alan Sugarman,

The State Liquor Authority received a FOIL request from you on June 06, 2025. You requested:

———————

"“Request for Modification of Method of Operation Database Export - II” isgpiste!

In June 2024, New York City modified its zoning law to allow social dancing in almost all eating and
drinking establishments. People dance to music. The State Liquor Authority takes the position that to
allow social dancing, the liquor licensee’s Method of Operation must specifically allow social dancing,
and similarly, the Method of Operation must specifically allow Live Music, Recorded Music, and DJ
music if to accompany social dancing. The SLA handbook states: “You may not change your method of
operation without applying to the SLA for approval. “ The SLA handbook further states: “Those
conditions may have included such things as whether you would have music or dancing, the hours you
would operate, etc. You are required to comply with those conditions unless and until you obtain the

———————

SLA’s approval to operate in a different manner. “sgist’The SLA promulgates a form (updated 1/24) to
modify these conditions at https://sla.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2025/01/method-of-operation-
change-01222025-final.pdf, “Request to Change Method of Operation” and the appended “Proposed
Method of Operation.” For the purposes of this FOIL request, these documents collectively are identified
as “Request to Change Method of Operation™.isk

The SLA acknowledges that it maintains a database of filings including data for Requests for
Modification of Method of Operation. This database is not included in databases available in Open Data.
SLA Open Data databases allow exports of data to a CSV or Excel file.

This FOIL requests a copy of a csv or excel file containing information relating to “Request to Change
Method of Operation” forms filed with the SLA since June, 2024, including information, if any, relating
to the contents of such file."

Due to a high number of FOIL requests recently received, it has taken longer than anticipated to respond. We
are continuing to research your request and will notify you regarding the availability and reproduction costs of
the materials and correspondence by May 06, 2026, or sooner if possible.

Sincerely,

State Liquor Authority
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Subject: New Message :: R001683-060625
Body:

RE: FOIL Records Request of June 06, 2025, Reference # R001683-060625
Dear Alan Sugarman,

The State Liquor Authority received a FOIL request from you on June 06, 2025. You requested:

———————

"“Request for Modification of Method of Operation Database Export - II” isgpiste!

In June 2024, New York City modified its zoning law to allow social dancing in almost all eating and
drinking establishments. People dance to music. The State Liquor Authority takes the position that to
allow social dancing, the liquor licensee’s Method of Operation must specifically allow social dancing,
and similarly, the Method of Operation must specifically allow Live Music, Recorded Music, and DJ
music if to accompany social dancing. The SLA handbook states: “You may not change your method of
operation without applying to the SLA for approval. “ The SLA handbook further states: “Those
conditions may have included such things as whether you would have music or dancing, the hours you
would operate, etc. You are required to comply with those conditions unless and until you obtain the

———————

SLA’s approval to operate in a different manner. “steisir The SLA promulgates a form (updated 1/24) to
modify these conditions at https://sla.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2025/01/method-of-operation-
change-01222025-final.pdf, “Request to Change Method of Operation” and the appended “Proposed
Method of Operation.” For the purposes of this FOIL request, these documents collectively are identified
as “Request to Change Method of Operation” .t

The SLA acknowledges that it maintains a database of filings including data for Requests for
Modification of Method of Operation. This database is not included in databases available in Open Data.
SLA Open Data databases allow exports of data to a CSV or Excel file.

This FOIL requests a copy of a csv or excel file containing information relating to “Request to Change
Method of Operation” forms filed with the SLA since June, 2024, including information, if any, relating
to the contents of such file."

Due to a high number of FOIL requests recently received, it has taken longer than anticipated to respond. We
are continuing to research your request and will notify you regarding the availability and reproduction costs of
the materials and correspondence by April 15, 2026, or sooner if possible.

Sincerely,

State Liquor Authority
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Subject: New Message :: R001683-060625
Body:

RE: FOIL Records Request of June 06, 2025, Reference # R001683-060625
Dear Alan Sugarman,

The State Liquor Authority received a FOIL request from you on June 06, 2025. You requested:

———————

"“Request for Modification of Method of Operation Database Export - II” isgpiste!

In June 2024, New York City modified its zoning law to allow social dancing in almost all eating and
drinking establishments. People dance to music. The State Liquor Authority takes the position that to
allow social dancing, the liquor licensee’s Method of Operation must specifically allow social dancing,
and similarly, the Method of Operation must specifically allow Live Music, Recorded Music, and DJ
music if to accompany social dancing. The SLA handbook states: “You may not change your method of
operation without applying to the SLA for approval. “ The SLA handbook further states: “Those
conditions may have included such things as whether you would have music or dancing, the hours you
would operate, etc. You are required to comply with those conditions unless and until you obtain the

———————

SLA’s approval to operate in a different manner. “steisir The SLA promulgates a form (updated 1/24) to
modify these conditions at https://sla.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2025/01/method-of-operation-
change-01222025-final.pdf, “Request to Change Method of Operation” and the appended “Proposed
Method of Operation.” For the purposes of this FOIL request, these documents collectively are identified
as “Request to Change Method of Operation” .t

The SLA acknowledges that it maintains a database of filings including data for Requests for
Modification of Method of Operation. This database is not included in databases available in Open Data.
SLA Open Data databases allow exports of data to a CSV or Excel file.

This FOIL requests a copy of a csv or excel file containing information relating to “Request to Change
Method of Operation” forms filed with the SLA since June, 2024, including information, if any, relating
to the contents of such file."

Due to a high number of FOIL requests recently received, it has taken longer than anticipated to respond. We
are continuing to research your request and will notify you regarding the availability and reproduction costs of
the materials and correspondence by March 18, 2026, or sooner if possible.

Sincerely,

State Liquor Authority
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Subject: New Message :: R001683-060625
Body:

RE: FOIL Records Request of June 06, 2025, Reference # R001683-060625
Dear Alan Sugarman,

The State Liquor Authority received a FOIL request from you on June 06, 2025. You requested:

———————

"“Request for Modification of Method of Operation Database Export - II” isgpiste!

In June 2024, New York City modified its zoning law to allow social dancing in almost all eating and
drinking establishments. People dance to music. The State Liquor Authority takes the position that to
allow social dancing, the liquor licensee’s Method of Operation must specifically allow social dancing,
and similarly, the Method of Operation must specifically allow Live Music, Recorded Music, and DJ
music if to accompany social dancing. The SLA handbook states: “You may not change your method of
operation without applying to the SLA for approval. “ The SLA handbook further states: “Those
conditions may have included such things as whether you would have music or dancing, the hours you
would operate, etc. You are required to comply with those conditions unless and until you obtain the

———————

SLA’s approval to operate in a different manner. “steisir The SLA promulgates a form (updated 1/24) to
modify these conditions at https://sla.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2025/01/method-of-operation-
change-01222025-final.pdf, “Request to Change Method of Operation” and the appended “Proposed
Method of Operation.” For the purposes of this FOIL request, these documents collectively are identified
as “Request to Change Method of Operation” .t

The SLA acknowledges that it maintains a database of filings including data for Requests for
Modification of Method of Operation. This database is not included in databases available in Open Data.
SLA Open Data databases allow exports of data to a CSV or Excel file.

This FOIL requests a copy of a csv or excel file containing information relating to “Request to Change
Method of Operation” forms filed with the SLA since June, 2024, including information, if any, relating
to the contents of such file."

Due to a high number of FOIL requests recently received, it has taken longer than anticipated to respond. We
are continuing to research your request and will notify you regarding the availability and reproduction costs of
the materials and correspondence by February 20, 2026, or sooner if possible.

Sincerely,

State Liquor Authority
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Subject: New Message :: R001683-060625
Body:

RE: FOIL Records Request of June 06, 2025, Reference # R001683-060625
Dear Alan Sugarman,

The State Liquor Authority received a FOIL request from you on June 06, 2025. You requested:

———————

"“Request for Modification of Method of Operation Database Export - II” isgpiste!

In June 2024, New York City modified its zoning law to allow social dancing in almost all eating and
drinking establishments. People dance to music. The State Liquor Authority takes the position that to
allow social dancing, the liquor licensee’s Method of Operation must specifically allow social dancing,
and similarly, the Method of Operation must specifically allow Live Music, Recorded Music, and DJ
music if to accompany social dancing. The SLA handbook states: “You may not change your method of
operation without applying to the SLA for approval. “ The SLA handbook further states: “Those
conditions may have included such things as whether you would have music or dancing, the hours you
would operate, etc. You are required to comply with those conditions unless and until you obtain the

———————

SLA’s approval to operate in a different manner. “steisir The SLA promulgates a form (updated 1/24) to
modify these conditions at https://sla.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2025/01/method-of-operation-
change-01222025-final.pdf, “Request to Change Method of Operation” and the appended “Proposed
Method of Operation.” For the purposes of this FOIL request, these documents collectively are identified
as “Request to Change Method of Operation” .t

The SLA acknowledges that it maintains a database of filings including data for Requests for
Modification of Method of Operation. This database is not included in databases available in Open Data.
SLA Open Data databases allow exports of data to a CSV or Excel file.

This FOIL requests a copy of a csv or excel file containing information relating to “Request to Change
Method of Operation” forms filed with the SLA since June, 2024, including information, if any, relating
to the contents of such file."

Due to a high number of FOIL requests recently received, it has taken longer than anticipated to respond. We
are continuing to research your request and will notify you regarding the availability and reproduction costs of
the materials and correspondence by January 16, 2026, or sooner if possible.

Sincerely,

State Liquor Authority
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Subject: New Message :: R001683-060625
Body:

RE: FOIL Records Request of June 06, 2025, Reference # R001683-060625
Dear Alan Sugarman,

The State Liquor Authority received a FOIL request from you on June 06, 2025. You requested:

———————

"“Request for Modification of Method of Operation Database Export - II” isgpiste!

In June 2024, New York City modified its zoning law to allow social dancing in almost all eating and
drinking establishments. People dance to music. The State Liquor Authority takes the position that to
allow social dancing, the liquor licensee’s Method of Operation must specifically allow social dancing,
and similarly, the Method of Operation must specifically allow Live Music, Recorded Music, and DJ
music if to accompany social dancing. The SLA handbook states: “You may not change your method of
operation without applying to the SLA for approval. “ The SLA handbook further states: “Those
conditions may have included such things as whether you would have music or dancing, the hours you
would operate, etc. You are required to comply with those conditions unless and until you obtain the

———————

SLA’s approval to operate in a different manner. “steisir The SLA promulgates a form (updated 1/24) to
modify these conditions at https://sla.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2025/01/method-of-operation-
change-01222025-final.pdf, “Request to Change Method of Operation” and the appended “Proposed
Method of Operation.” For the purposes of this FOIL request, these documents collectively are identified
as “Request to Change Method of Operation” .t

The SLA acknowledges that it maintains a database of filings including data for Requests for
Modification of Method of Operation. This database is not included in databases available in Open Data.
SLA Open Data databases allow exports of data to a CSV or Excel file.

This FOIL requests a copy of a csv or excel file containing information relating to “Request to Change
Method of Operation” forms filed with the SLA since June, 2024, including information, if any, relating
to the contents of such file."

We are continuing to research your request and will notify you regarding the availability of the materials and
correspondence by December 19, 2025, or sooner if possible.

Mr. Sugarman, thank you for bringing the Method of Operation posted data concerns to our attention.

Our IT team is working to extract those data to be once again publicly available on Open Data. I regret that I’'m
unable to provide a timeframe; you’ll note this extension is for four months due to the rigors of programmers’
tasks but I’m hopeful this will be done and data will be made available sooner than this extension deadline.

I will inform you as soon as it is accessible.

Sincerely,

State Liquor Authority

GovQ Page 6
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TO: "SLANY Support"[slany@govqa.us]
Jason

1. Note - I requested the database for all Method of Operation Forms and did not restrict that to those relating to
dancing or music.

2. I find the provided list to not be credible because:

A. There is only one 2025 Request, which is hard to believe.

B. All the Request are shown as approved, which is hard to believe. First, the median time between the Request
and the Approval is 214 days. That would imply that there are Requests even from 2024 that is not shown.

C. There are two requests on the second spreadsheet not on the first.

D. The fields (columns) shown do not include comments as to the nature of the request. Only the most
amateurish developer of these table (and the SLA database people are not amateurs) would not have a column
for this information. This means this is not the complete data table.

3. The reason I asked I did not limit this second request to those relating to dancing and music is because I
appears that there is some editing going on here. So, for the period for 2024, the Request numbers suggest more
than 2000 other requests. Since this is a simple export from your database, this should be simple. I need the
entire list so I can determine what kind of editing is going on.

A comment - if I need to appeal this to court, your data people should understand that at the end of the day, I
will be asking them in a deposition to explain all of this, and that you will not be the only person who will need

to testify as to compliance with these foil requests.

Finally, as to my first request, when am I going to ever see a single copy of a Request, much less the other
related files.

I can talk to you on before noon today or Friday. Am tied up today.

Alan
917-208-1516

GovQ Page 7
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On 07/15/2025 08:36, SLANY Support wrote:

On 7/15/2025 8:36:58 AM, SLANY Support wrote:

Subject: New Message :: R001683-060625

Body:

Good morning Alan-

Please see attached, and call or email me anytime with any questions.
Thanks

Jason

On 7/11/2025 5:06:07 PM, Alan Sugarman wrote:

TO: "Support SLANY"[slany@govqa.us]

This is not duplicative.

Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 11, 2025, at 4:35 PM, SLANY Support wrote:

On 7/11/2025 4:35:02 PM, SLANY Support wrote:

Subject: New Message :: R001683-060625

Body:

Hi Alan-

I am closing this out as a duplicate request, I will gather the information we discussed via email and get that to
you.

Have a great weekend

Jason

On 6/13/2025 5:00:13 PM, SLANY Support wrote:

Subject: Acknowledgement :: R0O01683-060625
Body:

NEWYORK | State Liquor
OFPORTUNITY Authﬂrit\(

GovQ Page 8
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RE: FOIL Records Request of June 06, 2025, Reference # R001683-060625

Dear Alan Sugarman,

The State Liquor Authority received a FOIL request from you on June 06, 2025. You requested:

-------
L

"“Request for Modification of Method of Operation Database Export - II” isgpiste!
In June 2024, New York City modified its zoning law to allow social dancing in almost all eating and
drinking establishments. People dance to music. The State Liquor Authority takes the position that to
allow social dancing, the liquor licensee’s Method of Operation must specifically allow social dancing,
and similarly, the Method of Operation must specifically allow Live Music, Recorded Music, and DJ
music if to accompany social dancing. The SLA handbook states: “You may not change your method of
operation without applying to the SLA for approval. “ The SLA handbook further states: “Those
conditions may have included such things as whether you would have music or dancing, the hours you
would operate, etc. You are required to comply with those conditions unless and until you obtain the

_______

SLA’s approval to operate in a different manner. “sgiste’The SLA promulgates a form (updated 1/24) to
modify these conditions at https://sla.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2025/01/method-of-operation-
change-01222025-final.pdf, “Request to Change Method of Operation” and the appended “Proposed

Method of Operation.” For the purposes of this FOIL request, these documents collectively are identified

as “Request to Change Method of Operation”.sk
The SLA acknowledges that it maintains a database of filings including data for Requests for
Modification of Method of Operation. This database is not included in databases available in Open Data.
SLA Open Data databases allow exports of data to a CSV or Excel file.

it This FOIL requests a copy of a csv or excel file containing information relating to “Request to Change
Method of Operation” forms filed with the SLA since June, 2024, including information, if any, relating

to the contents of such file."

Pi

Your request has been forwarded to the appropriate program area(s) to identify documents that are responsive
to your request and which may be made available pursuant to all applicable provisions of the Freedom of
Information Law.

A determination as to whether your request is granted or denied will be reached in approximately 20 business
days or we will notify you in writing if the responsible program area(s) should require additional time to locate,

GovQ Page 9
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assemble and review documents that may be responsive to your request.

Please note that, pursuant to Article 6 of the Public Officers Law, a charge may be applied to your request,
including the actual cost of the medium used to respond to your Freedom of Information Law request and/or
other related costs. When responsive records have been identified, you will be informed of any cost and how
payment should be made.

Sincerely,

State Liquor Authority

To monitor the progress or update this request please log into the Public Records Center

Powered by

GovQA

On 6/6/2025 11:10:17 AM, SLANY Support wrote:

NEWYORK | State Liquor
OFPORTUNITY Authﬂrit‘p’

Dear Alan Sugarman,

This message confirms receipt of your request. Your request was received in this office on 6/6/2025 and given

Purared by

Gov(QA Page 10
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the reference number R001683-060625 for tracking purposes.

———————

_______

In June 2024, New York City modified its zoning law to allow social dancing in almost all eating and drinking
establishments. People dance to music. The State Liquor Authority takes the position that to allow social
dancing, the liquor licensee’s Method of Operation must specifically allow social dancing, and similarly, the
Method of Operation must specifically allow Live Music, Recorded Music, and DJ music if to accompany
social dancing. The SLA handbook states: “You may not change your method of operation without applying to
the SLA for approval. “ The SLA handbook further states: “Those conditions may have included such things as
whether you would have music or dancing, the hours you would operate, etc. You are required to comply with
those conditions unless and until you obtain the SLA’s approval to operate in a different manner. “isteistrThe
SLA promulgates a form (updated 1/24) to modify these conditions at
https://sla.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2025/01/method-of-operation-change-01222025-final.pdf, “Request
to Change Method of Operation” and the appended “Proposed Method of Operation.” For the purposes of this
FOIL request, these documents collectively are identified as “Request to Change Method of Operation” st}
The SLA acknowledges that it maintains a database of filings including data for Requests for Modification of
Method of Operation. This database is not included in databases available in Open Data. SLA Open Data
databases allow exports of data to a CSV or Excel file.

ks This FOIL requests a copy of a csv or excel file containing information relating to “Request to Change
Method of Operation” forms filed with the SLA since June, 2024, including information, if any, relating to the
contents of such file.

We will provide you with an acknowledgment within 5 business days.

Sincerely,

State Liquor Authority

To monitor the progress or update this request, please log into the Public Records Center

éme Page 11
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Powered by
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On 6/6/2025 11:10:16 AM, Alan Sugarman wrote:

Request Created on Public Portal
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