
Alan D. Sugarman 

Attorney At Law 

 

 17 W. 70 Street 

Suite 4 

New York, NY 10023 

mobile 917-208-1516  

sugarman@sugarlaw.com 

www.sugarlaw.com 

 
  February 16, 2026 

 

via E-Mail, Legal@sla.ny.gov; Andrew.Koldin@sla.ny.gov 

 

Andrew Koldin 

Associate Counsel & FOIL Appeals Officer 

New York State Liquor Authority 

Alfred E. Smith Office Building 

80 South Swan Street 

Suite 900 

Albany, NY 12210 

 

Re:  Response to Appeal Letter Accepting Appeal 

 

Dear Mr. Koldin 

 

This letter is in response to your Appeal Determination of January 20, 2026, 

relating to the following three FOIL Requests and following up on my letter of February 

2, 2026 

R000615-030125 (March 1, 2025) — Method Of Operation / Request To Change 

Method Of Operation Records (Request I). 

R001683-060625 (June 6, 2025) — Method Of Operation Database Export 

(“Database Export – II”) (Request II). 

R001685-060625 (June 6, 2025) — Method Of Operation Information Previously 

Included In Open Data License Database (“Open Data – III”) (Request III). 

Request One 

You agree that the SLA had not been responsive. You committed to providing the 

additional records on a rolling basis". Yet, I do not accept the excuse. The relevant 

requests were identified on July 18, 2025. You promised to provide additional document 

within 20 days from January 20, 2026. I know that holidays and snowstorms have 

occurred in the last week, but 27 days have not elapsed. Will you please describe the 

record-keeping process as to how SLA scans or copies requests for modification? 
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REQUEST II – Database for Requests to Modify Methods of 

Operation 

Now that I have described in my letter of February 2 how SLA conflated Request 

II and Request III, it would seem to me to be a simple matter of  minutes to export a 

current database showing method of operation request. So, I do not understand why this 

simple request has not been fulfilled. This is simple. Easy.  

REQUEST III – Complete Stipulation database. 

As noted before, the "Stipulation Database"  spreadsheet contains only 16,409 

records. Recent downloadable SLA LAMP and Open Data databases contain 58,161 

records. Cleary, the Stipulation Database is incomplete. 

Within New York City, the Stipulation Database contains are only 7295 records 

(venues.) Within the Lamp and Open Data databases, there are 12,812 venues in the five 

NYC counties with On Premises Licenses 

So, as to New York City On-Premises License, that database you supplied to me 

as being responsive to Request III is only 57% complete and  thus 5517 venues are 

missing. 

You have not explained why you provided a substantially incomplete database. 

 

  Sincerely,  

 
Alan D. Sugarman 

 

 

cc: Executive Director, NYS Committee on Open Government 

Shoshanah Bewlay, Shoshanah.Bewlay@dos.ny.gov 
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