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NYC Attorney Sues SLA Chair Lily
Fan for Hiding Data on Which Bars
and Restaurants Can Have Live
Music and Dancing

Lawsuit filed after 14 months of stonewalling. Partial data already shows 82% of NYC venues lack
explicit permission for live music.

KEY DATA

Data critical to effective
oversight.

82%

of NYC on-premises venues
lack explicit permission for live
music

77%

of NYC on-premises venues
lack explicit permission for
patron dancing

Some venues are restricted
to specific ethnic or national
music only — including
Mariachi, Latin, and Irish
Traditional.

RESOURCES

Lawsuit filing:

Lawsuit page

2024 letter to Chair Fan:
Warning letter (Dec. 2024)
Court docket:

NY Supreme Court, New
York County

2019 transparency law:
ABC Law § 110-c

Our petitions:

Petition with Fact Sheet
Main Petition

On May 12, 2026, New York City attorney Alan D. Sugarman filed a lawsuit in the
New York Supreme Court against State Liquor Authority Chair Lily Fan, Deputy
Commissioner Edgar De Leon, Deputy Commissioner John Maya, and the New
York State Liquor Authority itself, seeking to compel the release of records showing
how many bars, restaurants, and other on-premises venues have — or lack —
explicit permission for live music and patron dancing.

Case: Alan D. Sugarman v. Lily M. Fan, Edgar De Leon, John Maya, New York State
Liquor Authority, New York County Supreme Court, Docket 56072/2026.

WHY THIS DATA MATTERS

New York City repealed its Cabaret Law in 2017, and in 2024 reformed its zoning
rules to allow live music and dancing in thousands of previously restricted venues.
But those reforms only work if individual venues file a Method of Operation change
request with the SLA to update their license conditions. Sugarman sought these
records to evaluate whether venues are actually filing such requests, and whether
the SLA is doing anything to assist them. Without this data, there is no way to know
whether the celebrated 2017-2024 reforms have had any practical effect.

A 2019 TRANSPARENCY LAW — IGNORED FOR SIX YEARS

A 2019 New York State law — Alcoholic Beverage Control Law § 110-c —
expressly requires the SLA to make publicly available all conditions it imposes on
liquor licenses, including restrictions on live music and patron dancing. After briefly
complying, the SLA quietly removed this data from its public database, leaving
legislators, advocates, and the public with no way to evaluate the SLA’s impact on
the city’s cultural and entertainment economy.

CHAIR FAN WAS WARNED PERSONALLY — AND DID NOTHING

In December 2024, Sugarman wrote directly to Chair Fan, documenting that the
SLA had removed Method of Operation data from its public database, demanding
its restoration, and asking how the SLA planned to help venues modify their
licenses to permit patron dancing and live music. Fan never responded.
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Sugarman was then forced to file three formal public records (FOIL) requests
starting in March 2025. When those too were stonewalled, he brought this lawsuit.

FOURTEEN MONTHS OF STONEWALLING

Three public records requests filed starting March 2025 were met, every single
month for over a year, with a word-for-word identical form letter:

“Due to a high number of FOIL requests recently received, it has

taken longer than anticipated to respond.”
— SLA’s response, verbatim, every month for over a year

Never a legal reason. Never an actual answer. Even after the SLA’s own appeals
officer ruled in January 2026 that the delays were unjustified and ordered
production within 20 days, the SLA still failed to comply.

WHAT THE PARTIAL DATA ALREADY REVEALS

Even the SLA’s partial production — covering only 60% of NYC venues — already
reveals striking findings:

o 82% of NYC on-premises venues lack explicit permission for live music
e 77% of NYC on-premises venues lack explicit permission for patron dancing
e Some venues carry restrictions limiting them to specific ethnic or national

music — including “Mariachi only,” “Latin music only,” and “Irish traditional
music only”

These findings raise serious questions about the SLA’s administration of the law
and its compliance with the 2019 transparency mandate.

ABOUT THE PETITIONER

Alan D. Sugarman is a New York City attorney and member of the Coalition of
Musicians and Dancers to Eliminate Regulations Against Music and Dancing. He
was among the supporters of the 2017 Cabaret Law repeal and the 2024 NYC
zoning reform, and has been working to advance music and dance rights in New
York for more than a decade.

See http://dance-music-regulation.com/wp-content/uploads/2024-12-07-L etter-Sugarman-to-SLA-Chair-Fan-Method-of-Operation-Data-

Removed.pdf; http://dance-music-regulation.com/document/freedom-of-information-law-suit-filed-against-new-york-state-liquor-authority-chair-

lily-fan
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