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By the time Mr. Simmons applied for a liquor license for Carousel in 2023, Bushwick had 
become home to l ate-night supper clubs and n ightclubs with aerialists, several of which 
stay open until 4 a.m. “It had already hit a critical mass,” he said of the neighborhood. 

recommendations to the State Liquor Authority, suggested a 2 a.m. cut off. “Once you have a 
large concentration of bars, that’s when 2 a.m. starts to happen,” Mr. Simmons said. 

Similar curfews have been encouraged in neighborhoods like the Lower East Side of Manhattan 
and Williamsburg, Brooklyn, where local community boards are increasingly hesitant to endorse 
liquor sales after 2 a.m. for first-time bar owners. 

“People are watching their community change, and they’re trying to hold onto something,” said 
Raffaello Van Couten, a bar owner and a member of Brooklyn Community Board 1, which 
includes Williamsburg and Greenpoint. 

There are ways to get a license without a community board recommendation, like appealing 
directly to the State Liquor Authority, though it can take several months for an application to be 
considered. In most cases, the quickest route to approval is agreeing to terms — such as earlier 
closing hours — in exchange for board support. 

and enforcement. “It’s a very old Polish community, a very old Italian community,” he said, 
adding, “More bars and restaurants keep coming, and they think that we’re the problem.” 

Some operators see 4 a.m. liquor licenses as a business advantage. On the Lower East Side, 
Michael Cummings, an owner of the cocktail bar Victoria, was granted a 2 a.m. liquor license 
when he opened in 2022. After a year without issue, the local community board recommended 
Victoria for a 4 a.m. liquor license. His business grew by nearly 20 percent. 

“It’s not that you’re making a ton of money between 3 and 4 a.m.,” he said, “but having the 
ability to be a spot that people want to go to after an event is huge.” 

New York bars must renew their liquor licenses every two years. And while existing 4 a.m. 
permits are typically re-approved, new applications have become a distinct point of tension. 

In 2017, Mayor Bill de Blasio formed the Office of Nightlife to address these tensions and 
“ensure a more vibrant, viable, safe, fair and well managed nightlife environment,” according to 
its website. 

“This is supposed to be the city that never sleeps,” said Ariel Palitzp4, the office’s founding 
director. “We are in jeopardy of losing that reputation.” 

In New York, local community boards review liquor license applications and issue 
recommendations to the State Liquor Authority. Bushwick had hit “a critical mass” of bars by the 
time Mr. Simmons applied for his license, he said. 
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